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Salinas - Partly cloudy to sunny for the upcoming week with highs in 

the 70s and lows in the 50s. Oxnard -  Sunny for the upcoming week 

with highs in the 70s and lows in the 50s & 60s. Mexico (Culiacan)- 

Partly cloudy with thunderstorms for the next seven days; highs in the 

90s and lows in the 70s. Florida, Southern– Storms fill the forecast 

with highs in the 90s and lows in the 70s.  Idaho - Partly cloudy to sun-

ny next week with highs in the 60s & 70s and lows in the 30s 40s.   

The National Diesel Average has been recorded at $3.268 up $0.010 a 

gal from last week and up $0.663 gal from last year. NPC continues to 

monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well as reported 

truckload freight rates on a weekly basis. Transportation continues to 

work through its most significant structural changes in years in re-

gards to new laws and regulations stressing available truck volume 

and controlling drivers. Trucks are pretty tight in VA, IN, IL, ID, OR, & 

WA with a consistent slight shortage across the rest of the country.  

 

 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

Lemons 

Oranges 

Corn 

JBO Asparagus 

Mushrooms 

Euro Cukes 

Grape Tomatoes 

Cucumbers 

https://www.facebook.com/nationalproduceconsultants
http://www.nproduce.com/
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The Washington apple crop will be somewhat smaller than expected this year, but despite some setbacks, 
grower-shippers say plenty of good-quality fruit should be available. Figures released at the U.S. Apple Asso-
ciation’s Crop Outlook and Marketing Conference in late August indicate that the state’s 2018 production will 
be 155 million cartons — Volume will be down 13% compared to last year and 5% below the five-year aver-
age 

 

Volume from Peru and Mexico is steady and we’re expecting more availability on the larger sizes also.  Quali-
ty and sizing are both excellent. 

SUPPLY QUALITY Asparagus 

SUPPLY QUALITY Apples 

Avocados Mexico – Flora Loca crop is bright green and will hold its green skin longer through the ripening process, so 
skin color does not mean the fruit is not ripe. Arrivals for the week closed at 30 million pounds, a significant 
shift from the previous week, which was one of the lowest weeks for volume in the current calendar year. This 
volume swing is an indication that inventories are rotating more, and packers are preparing for Mexico to be 
the sole player in the market after California and Peru conclude production. As a result, we are starting to see 
more activity in Mexico and strengthening in field pricing and cost to procure fruit. We are anticipating the 
start of Aventajada fruit to begin in mid-October. The weather forecast for the state of Michoacán continues 
to call for scattered thunderstorms, which at times could make harvesting difficult, and we will see an increase 
in lenticel spotting that will develop on the surface.  California is basically done as for Peru, in the post weeks 
the industry will see a rapid decline in volumes. 

Banana volumes are expected to be sufficient with high quality fruit coming into the market. The conditions 
should continue to be great as no real issues with production are predicted for the remainder of Q3. 

Bananas 

Berries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Blueberries:  Overall quality is good. Supplies are tighter, and pricing is higher.  Blackberries:  Quality being 
reported mostly good. Markets are extremely active. Supplies tighten up as supplies slow to come across from 
Guatemala.  Berries out of CA are opening up, but typical to late season varieties, seeing some quality is-
sues.  Mexico starts back up in October. Raspberries:  Quality being reported mostly good. Supplies are 
steady.  Prices are steady to higher.  Mexico starts back up in October. 

SUPPLY 
QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
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Overall market is somewhat limited as California is the only growing region currently. Our yields and 
quality are solid and should remain that way.  Colorado and Canada should be starting soon which will 
increase the overall supply in the market.  Once they will start shipping product we will have a better 
idea of what their crop looks like and what overall market conditions will be. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Carrots 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Cantaloupes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Celery 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Cauliflower 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Corn 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Supplies continue to improve, quality is excellent. The market should maintain steady in weeks to 
come. 

SUPPLY QUALITY Brussels Sprouts 

Cauliflower production is lower this week than anticipated. Cooler temperatures and shorter days have 
affected the yields from the fields. We are seeing excellent quality at the moment. 

 

Much cooler weather has started to affect production in California.  Smaller sized fruit is becoming more 
predominant which is historically typical as we move into late September and the month of Octo-
ber.  Anticipate the larger fruit to start fetching a premium in the short-term.  We will transition to Arizo-
na to bridge the gap until import melon program begins in mid-November. 

Celery supplies are better this week than prior weeks out of Salinas Valley and Santa Maria. Quality is 
excellent market is expected to maintain stable for next week. 

Yellow corn is extremely tight at the moment. Corn is winding down out of California and Michigan’s 
cooler weather has also shorten the corn season out of Michigan. You will find some yellow corn out of 
Oregon but the Fobs are in the high 20s.  

Broccoli SUPPLY QUALITY 

Broccoli production is way down compared to what growers forecasted. Cooler temperatures and 
shorter days have slowed the growth of broccoli, supplies are limited as a result. Quality still looks very 
good as weather has been cool. 
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SUPPLY QUALITY 
Green Beans 

Red Grapes are moving mostly to Scarlet Royal production. Krissy grapes are finished and we will see the 
end of the Magenta this week. Green Grape harvest is moving into Autumn King with some Princess finish-
ing up in 2-3 weeks. Red Globes are available with good volumes. Summer Royal and Black Seedless are 
available and will go through September 

East- Markets stay weak with plenty of good quality volume available. West- Limited supply from central 
valley & coastal California are keeping FOBs high, but steady. Quality is fair to good. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Grapes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Honeydews 

Eggplant 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

East- With most Midwest and northern crops completely done, Georgia is the primary player at this time. 
FOBs are up another $2-4. Quality is mostly good. West- Production is down with the cooler weather and 
shady skies, slowing growth cycles. Eggplant thrives in warmer so with cool temps arriving for the fall and 
winter, we could see some higher priced markets. FOBs are up about $2 with good quality still available. 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

 

Seeing good quality and supply across the board. 

Honeydew production is starting to see the same trend with 6/8s providing a larger percentage of the dai-
ly harvest the past few days.  We anticipate this trend to continue over the next 7-10 days.   

SUPPLY QUALITY Herbs 

East – Cucumbers in the east are the most affected veg crop by Florence. Majority of eastern Carolina 
crops were/are underwater. If anything comes from this area, we could see major quality concerns. North-
ern areas are already done for their seasons and Georgia is barely scratching the surface. FOBs are high 
and supply is very tight. Look for things to improve in about 14 days. West- Despite still being in a very 
high FOB market, things seemed to have topped out. New blocks are slowly starting in Mainland MX & 
Baja regions. However, it is a very slow start. Expect markets to slip over the next 2 weeks. Quality is good 
to excellent.  

Cucumbers 
SUPPLY QUALITY 
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SUPPLY 

 

Romaine - Volume for the week is forecasted to be lower than prior weeks. Quality is good no peel or mil-
dew, very nice quality. Quality is good and weights are about average. Green Leaf/Red Leaf - All mix items 
have had slightly stronger demand. Butter lettuce: we are projecting right at our wants and will be able to 
cover normal business but will not be pushing to bring any additional business on. Green leaf: we are 
slightly over wants and will have product open to sell this week. Red leaf: we will be holding to averages 
this week and next due to light production the next two weeks. Quality remains good on all mix items. 

QUALITY 

Leaf 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Lemons & Limes 

 
Volume for the week is forecasted to be about normal. Quality is good with weights in the low-forties. In gen-

eral, quality problems include tip-burn, Sclerotinia, mildew, and insect damage. Yields are expected to 
drop as we move into the fall season. Prices are steady.  

SUPPLY QUALITY Iceberg 

 

Kale supplies remain abundant with little issues. The market is steady. Quality is good with minimal yellow-
ing, little dehydration, and dark green color. 

Kale 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

Arugula:  Quality and supply have improved and product is available. Cilantro:  Supplies are light due to qual-
ity and yield. 10-week averages are in-effect. Kale Blends:  Quality and supplies are good on kale. 
Parsley:  Parsley quality and supply are good. Spinach:  Quality and supply have improved and product is 
available. Spring Mix:  Quality is fair due to mildew and supplies are light. 10-week averages in-effect.  

Lemons – Extreme market remains in tact but it has eased up a little bit. Demand has eased up a bit and pric-
es are being reduced so we are headed in the right direction but not to the finish line of a steady market 
yet.Limes– Lime growers in Mexico are reporting that heavy rains in Veracruz are starting to create difficult 
conditions for trucks. Although the rain has stopped this week, it's a situation that lime producers are moni-
toring. Supplies have been steady for several weeks now but if they become interrupted because of produc-
tion difficulties, this can create a more challenging market. 

Tender Leaf 
SUPPLY QUALITY 
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Peppers, Jalapenos East- Light, but steady supply continues from the east. FOBs are steady with good to excellent quality 
available. West- Both Otay & Stockton areas are producing great supplies. FOBs are steady with promot-
able volume available. Quality is excellent. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Pineapples 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

The strike continues in Costa Rica.  Several unions in Costa Rica started to strike to protest against a tax-
reform bill the government is looking to pass. Good news is the re-opening of Port Caldera . This is affecting 
supply to an extent but everything should steady out soon. The dry spell continues with less than one tenth 
of an inch ( 2.3 mm) of precipitation recorded. Nationwide strikes moves into the second week –Meetings 
between government officals and union representatives started Monday. Talks are deadlocked with parties 
at odds over: Government officals demand strike to be lifted in order for talks to continue; Union officlas de-
mand grievances  addressed before the stroke is lifted; Port operations have resumed although at a slower 
pace than normal. 

GREEN - East – Things were already starting to tighten up before Florence. With local options mostly 
being out of the picture, we look to Georgia to start picking in the next 10 days. Until then, FOBs are 
up about $4. Quality is good. West- Shady skies and cooler weather moving in is slowing production. 
Thurs, the already tighter supply remains snug. We expect this to continue for another 2-3 weeks. 
FOBs are up $4 and quality is mostly good. RED - West- Red bells have decent availability with steady 
pricing for next week, but markets are expected to strengthen with the shady skies, slowing growth 
cycles. Quality is good to excellent. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Oranges 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Pears 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Peppers, Bell 

D’anjou pears are peaking on 90’s and larger. Moderate supplies on 100/110’s has the market 
steady.120s and smaller are light with a firm market. Bosc pears have a steady market with supplies 
winding down for the season. Red pears are tight but should last till May. Quality is good on all pears. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Onions 

Onion market is steady from last week. Reds and whites are on the higher end while yellows remain 
steady around $6. Seeing good quality. Stay tuned for an update direct from Oregon! 

This market is still extremely active, demand exceeds supply. Quality still remains moderate. Color is an 

issue with fruit still being gassed.  Smaller fruit remains the tightest.  The initial 2018-19 Navel orange 

forecast is 80.0 million cartons, up 11 percent from the previous year.  
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Watermelons 

SUPPLY QUALITY Strawberries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Squash 

 
The market remains steady for the most part at $7 across all sizes and grades. Balancing this year’s potato 
supplies with industry usage requirements will be challenging. The US potato crop is expected to fall 9.5 mil-
lion cwt short of 2017 production. Fryers and dehydrators are likely to use more potatoes from the crop than 
they used a year earlier, leaving fewer potatoes for other uses.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Potatoes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Tomatoes 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Movement continues to slip downward, but still sitting above past years, and showing a gentler close to the 
summer than we typically see. Prices mostly maintained, though the most recent few days show a downturn.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

East- With eastern Carolina production being out of the mix due to Florence, supply is a little tighter than 
usual at this time of year. However, new crop Georgia has begun, bringing good quality to the market. FOBs 
linger at a higher rate, but this is expected to slip as Georgia brings more volume to the table. Quality has 
been nice so far. West- New crop Nogales has begun, but it will be about 2 weeks before real volume begins. 
FOBs are high, but steady. Look for these to fall as more volume comes to market. Quality has improved and 
is looking good.  

Production is on the lower side, as is typical this time of year. The market is extremely active; close to a split 
market with pricing based on quality, availability, and out of multiple growing regions.  Mexico expecting to 
start up mid to late October.  

East Rounds – Fortunately, Hurricane Florence avoided majority of the tomato crops. River banks did not flood as 
anticipated, keeping crops protected. Alabama picked a little heavy pre-storm just in case, but will balance out this 
week. Demand is still weak in the east, keeping FOBs mostly steady. Some scattered higher quotes are coming from 
areas that received heavier rainfall. Quality continues to be various from all regions and field by field, but overall 
has been good. Roma- Romas are snugger than rounds with limited volume coming mostly from Tennessee. Look 
for new crops to begin in early to mid-October. Until then, expect firm high FOBs. Quality continues to be various 
from all regions and field by field, but overall has been good. Cherries- Running a little heavier on supply versus 
grapes, cherries are feeling some upward pricing pressure of $1-2. Quality is mostly good, but occasionally showing 
weakness. West/Mexico Rounds- There continues to be a wide range in quotes. Be cautious of the less expensive 
fruit as there may be more quality issues in the box versus the slightly higher priced fruit. FOBs are steady into next 
week. Quality is slipped and is fair at best. Shelf life is highly impacted, especially on #2s. We recommend keeping 
as tight of an inventory as possible through the next few weeks.  Roma- A very fragmented roma market is evident 
this week. California has limited volume with fair quality. Mexico is between fields again also with very limited vol-
ume and fair quality. There is also light volume crossing through Texas. With all of this, FOBs are scattered and 
wide ranged. Cherries- Supplies remain snug, yet steady. FOBs will remain unchanged as we move into next week. 
Quality is mostly good. 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach 

out to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Span-

ish version that will be released on Monday and our Midweek Update released every Wednesday. Have a great week!        

Keeping You Informed, 

                       Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Rain in Mexico threatens steady lime supplies 
“Lime growers in Mexico are reporting that heavy rains in Veracruz are starting to create difficult conditions for 

trucks. Although the rain has stopped this week, it's a situation that lime producers are monitoring. Supplies have 
been steady for several weeks now but if they become interrupted because of production difficulties, this can cre-
ate a more challenging market. "Supplies of limes out of Veracruz are still steady at the moment," said Mario Cis-

neros of Santis Produce. "There has been a lot of rain in the region lately and there are rumors in Mexico that 
trucks are more difficult to come by. When there is significant rain, it can make it difficult for trucks to access the 
fields and slows down picking and packing. Last week, for example, our packing house was only able to pack two 

out of five days. The rain has cleared up this week but it's a situation that is being monitored and can easily lead to 
a gap in supply." 

Market higher but steady 
After a turbulent few months earlier in the year, lime supplies and subsequent pricing have been relatively stable 

lately. With the slight interruption of supply though, prices have risen in the last few weeks, but still remain steady 
overall. "110s and 150s, which are the bigger limes, are steady at between $20 - $22," Cisneros observed. "175s 

and 200s are between $12 and $17. The cheapest at the moment are the smaller limes. 230s are $10 - $13, while 
250s are between $7 - $9." 

Mushrooms – Market is tight on white mushrooms and is expected to remain this way for several months. HUGE shortage in mush-
rooms is expect by the end of this year and continuing into the new year. 

Euro Cukes- We are seeing high demand on cucumbers. Prices are increasing as product is tight at this point. Sizing is down due to low 
light conditions. We anticipate this volume to be variable moving through September. Quality remains good, but they are not the high 

volumes we have seen in past months. Mexico is still three weeks to a month away on solid production.  

Grapes -EAST: Rain in scattered areas in addition to the semiannual transition is resulting in a limited supply. FOBs are up $5-6 and con-
tinue to rise. Look for things to remain unstable until mid-late October, pending weather. Quality is fair to good due to heat and rain. 
WEST: Supply has become extremely tight out west. With little volume coming from the east as well, there is only so much volume to 

choose from. Thus, FOBs are up $8 and will remain high until new crops start in the next few weeks. Quality is fair. 

mailto:dforsythe@nproduce.com
http://www.freshplaza.com/article/9020611/rain-in-mexico-threatens-steady-lime-supplies

