
 

    www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699                         January 3, 2020  |  Page 1 

Yuma—  No precipitation on the 10-day forecast.  Sunny with highs in 

the upper 60s and lows in the mid 40s.  Mexico (Culiacan)— Partly cloudy 

week with highs in the mid 80s and lows in the lower 50s.  Florida, South-

ern— Showers on Saturday followed by a partly cloudy week and addi-

tional showers the following weekend.  Varying temperatures with highs 

primarily in the upper 60s and lows in the upper 40s.  Oxnard— Sunshine 

all week with highs in the mid 60s and lows in the mid 40s.  Salinas— 

Partly cloudy week with rain on the forecast starting Jan 10th.  Highs in 

the upper 50s and lows in the lower 40s.  Idaho—  Limited sun with highs 

in the mid 20s and lows in the upper teens.   

The National Diesel Average has been recorded at $3.069 up $0.028 a 

gal from last week and up $0.021 gal from last year. NPC continues to 

monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well as reported 

truckload freight rates on a weekly basis. Transportation continues 

to work through its most significant structural changes in years in 

regards to new laws and regulations stressing available truck vol-

ume and controlling drivers. Trucks are tightening up across the 

country with slight shortages and shortages in the following re-

gions:  Nogales Crossing, Imperial Valley, San Joaquin Valley, SoCal, 

Pac North West, Minnesota, Arizona, Central and South Florida, 

Eastern North Carolina, and New York. 

Follow us on Facebook! 

 

BROCCOLI 

GREEN ONIONS 

POTATOES 

STRAWBERRIES  

TOMATOES 

 

COMMODITIES ON THE RADAR:  

ASPARAGUS 

ICEBERG 
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The market is steady this week. No major changes to the apple category.    

ON THE RADAR—The Peru season is coming to a close and the Mexico markets are starting up.  The mar-
ket continues to tighten up and we anticipate this trend to continue for a couple weeks.   West Coast im-
ports are struggling in comparison to import product landing on the East Coast.  Markets are beginning to 
spike and supply is becoming short, especially on the West Coast.  No prorates at this time, but we will 
keep an eye on this category as the following weeks unfold.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Asparagus 

SUPPLY QUALITY Apples 

Avocados 
Markets are stable and supplies are plentiful but the market will begin to see activity leading up to the 
Superbowl.  Additionally, a truck shortage loading and crossing in Mexico has lead to some instability in 
the avocado market.  Volume for #2 fruit is strong and should remain that way as we progress through 
January.   

Supply has began to tight up and this situation may remain until week 6-7. Good supplies on organ-
ics, no major issues for the balance of the year. Finally, plantains still remain super tight and ex-
pected to remain tight until beginning of December.  

Bananas 

Berries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Blackberries– : Production has been and will continue to be strong for the next two weeks.  As we reach the end 
of January, supply will decrease and markets will become more active.    

Blueberries: Production is coming to a close out of Peru but increasing out of Chile.  Expect volumes to remain 
steady in the coming weeks.    

Raspberries: Supply is still steady and should remain that way with current weather patterns holding. Production 
should increase as we move away from the holidays. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Broccoli SUPPLY 

Supply has been light this week due to cooler temperatures.  Harvest schedules have been impacted 
and delayed due to plants not maturing on time.  Markets are currently escalated but will loosen up 
over next week.   

QUALITY 
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Import programs have continued to show good sizing  and quality remains very consistent with solid brix 
levels and good supply.  Start of the import season has shown larger sizing with volume in the 9/9J sizing.  
Expect a stable and solid few weeks ahead. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Cantaloupes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Celery 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Carrots 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Corn 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Supplies are holding steady and production has been good. With holiday pulls over and good weather 
on the forecast, we expect to see a steady brussels market.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Brussels Sprouts 

Good quality is reported by multiple growers and market pressure has fully released.  Supply has 
been steady with a slight hiccup with colder temperatures last week.  With good weather on the 
forecast, we expect this category to continue to improve.   

Supply continues to be steady and is increasing with Mexico in full swing. New crop celery out of Yuma will 
begin next week which should help to keep supply and demand balanced. Growers are expecting some re-
lease as volumes continue to increase.  Sizing has been slightly smaller and heavier on 30s and 36s.    

Corn supplies are still limited this week as suppliers attempt to catch up from recent shortage.  Expect 
high markets for the next two weeks or more. Quality is good to fair.   Expect loading delays as grow-
ers line up product to fill orders. It would be helpful to give growers extra order loading lead time on 
all orders.   

Cabbage 
Good supply for green and red cabbage.  We anticipate this to remain moving forward 
over the next couple of weeks with good weather on the forecast.   

QUALITY SUPPLY 

Cauliflower 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Jumbo carrots have continued to be tight nationwide.  Overall sizing has slowed leaving supply 
somewhat limited due to  colder weather.  We will keep a close eye on how supply progresses in the 
coming weeks.  We have seen  a limited market but overall a release as the new year has begun. 
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SUPPLY QUALITY 
Green Beans 

Beautiful weather in Florida has brought more harvesting with quality being good to excellent. The 
green bean market is on pace to return to normal over the next week.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Grapes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Honeydews 

Eggplant SUPPLY QUALITY 

Supplies and prices remain steady. Solid production out of Mexico and Texas currently.   

Grapes have now become 100% import fruit and markets are still high.  Peruvian Red Seedless—The mar-
ket is up on import product reaching the high 20’s and low 30’s.  Supply is limited but increasing.  Peru 
Green Seedless—Some Sweet Globes are available but overall supply is limited.  Sugarones are also avail-
able and helping out with overall demand.  Chilean red and green grapes will help some with supply 
shortage but not enough to keep demand at bay.   

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Chervil & basil  are limited this week due to  weather issues in the growing areas. Supplies are expected 

to improve next week. All other herbs are expected to remain steady with good quality.   

Import programs have continued to show good sizing and quality remains very consistent with solid brix 
levels and good supply.  Start of the import season has shown larger sizing with volume in the 5/5J siz-
ing.  The honeydew market will remain active next week as growing conditions are limiting availability.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Herbs 

Supplies are on the tighter side due to  previous rains in all growing area. Cucumbers are rebounding but 
product will remain on watch until supply and quality can catch up and stabilize after continued rain in 
growing regions over the past month.   Mexico production has began and will continue to help with short 
supply in the coming weeks. 

Cucumbers SUPPLY QUALITY 
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SUPPLY QUALITY 

Leaf 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Lemons & Limes 

ON THE RADAR—Colder temperatures were adding extra attention to iceberg over the past week.  Produc-
tion crews are cleaning heads at field level to help with consistent quality and yields.  No supply issues yet 
with filling orders but markets will continue to be escalated until field level quality issues are worked 
through.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Iceberg 

Supplies have remained steady and are looking good with numbers in the coming weeks.  Good quality re-
ported by multiple growers.  

Kale 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Production out of Yuma has been impacted by rains and cooler than normal weather.  Holiday demands and 
reduced labor hours have created for a more active market.  Processors are reporting that they are focusing 
on quality as they work though product impacted by weather.   

LIMES: Lime market and supply has continued to climb and will remain active, especially on smaller sizes.  
Limited harvest over the holiday and overall instability have lead to tighter supply and increase in FOBs.  
History has shown Q1 as the beginning of increased pricing and a more volatile market.  FOB’s are in the 
$18-22 range on sizing 200+ and we don’t anticipate this to come off in the coming weeks.   

LEMONS: Lemons are steady this week. Very little fluctuation from last week with FOB pricing out of CA and 
AZ markets.  Peak sizing on smaller fruit  with tighter supply on 95s and 115s.    

Tender Leaf 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

Romaine: Romaine has rebounded but is also still heavily on watch due to colder temperatures leading to 

possible discoloration and quality issues.  Field QA teams are heavily monitoring harvests until warmer 

weather arrives this coming week. 

Green Leaf/ Red Leaf/ Butter (Boston) Lettuce: Product has been in good supply and also good quality.  

Product was not as affected by colder temperatures like romaine was this past week.  With good weather 

on the 10-day forecast, we expect to continue to see good volume on green and red leaf in the coming 

weeks. 
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Peppers, Chili 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Production out of Florida has been hampered by heavy rains and flooding. Growers have noted that it 
will take another 2 to 3 weeks to recover. Supplies out of Mexico should ramp up in the weeks to come. 
Additionally, production has been impacted by labor shortages associated with the holidays.  

The chili pepper market is steady this week with good supplies in the east and west. Jalapeno, Anaheim, 
Poblano peppers, and tomatillos are in good supply with good quality.  Good demand and good quality. 
Expect the markets to remain steady into next week.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Oranges 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Pears 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Peppers, Bell 

Barts are now available with sizes peaking on 100/110/120ct.  New crop Washington D’Anjou are avail-

able and quality is excellent.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Onions This week showed an increase on open market onions.  Yellow Super Colossals are in the $9-10 range and 
Colossal s are in the $8-9.  Smaller sizing had equal increases in FOB’s.  The increase happens as pack hous-
es take time off during the holiday breaks.  As the month of January unfolds, we anticipate increases in 
FOB’s as pack houses work through previously harvested product and cull through product. 

The CA and FL orange markets are still flush and seeing low prices across the board.  The choice market 
has been hovering around the low to mid teens and fancy market stronger on larger fruit.  Better prices 
in the low teens on small fruit.  No signs of immediate change in the orange market in the upcoming 
weeks.  

SUPPLY QUALITY Onions, Green 

Supply has dropped coming out of Mexico due to decrease in labor over the holidays.  There is an ex-
pectation for the market to rebound in the coming weeks with the holidays behind us, but for now 
green onions are ON ALERT.   
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SUPPLY QUALITY 

Strawberries 

Squash 

EXTREME ALERT: Seeing some Burbanks out there about a buck up from Norkotah market.  The potato mar-

ket remains extreme, the only change is a release from holiday demand.  Most of the market remains 

Norkotahs where FOBs are around $19 on 40s, $17/18 on 60s, and $11 on hundreds. Seeing quality concerns 

in certain areas based on conditions during harvest. We have a long road to go this season  we recommend 

flexibility on sizing to get through this extreme situation and we will keep you updated on this unprecedented 

market.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Potatoes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Tomatoes 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Winter time supplies are still tight. Growers are expecting production increases as now that the holidays have 

passed.  California and Baja CA have experienced rain and more is in the forecast for this week. This has re-

sulted in lower than normal production and production volumes will remain spotty.  Production out of Baja is 

increasing along with improved quality.  Florida is expecting a 70 percent chance of rain on Saturday which 

could impact production numbers.  We will continue to closely monitor Straws .   

Production out of Florida has decreased over the past week.  Overall, quality has improved this week and has 
been decent on zucchini and yellow, outside of some minor scarring.  In the West, consistent  production 
from mainland Mexico on all soft squashes. With some better weather patterns in the forecast and holiday 
labor issues in the past, we hope to see a slight increase in the numbers over the next few weeks.   

This category will remain under an extreme alert. Supplies are tight out of Florida and Mexico. Production 

has been impacted by rain and cooler then normal temperatures in Florida and rains in Mexico. Supplies and 

pricing will slowly come down as production out of Mexico increases during the next few weeks. We highly 

recommend opening spec when requested to ensure product availability.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Pineapples 

No market concerns and product quality has been great.  Expectation is for this to continue into the 
new year with fruit sizing up on the larger size. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out 

to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish 

version that will be released on Monday. Have a great week!                             

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Supplyshift Online Tool Launches in February 

“The Stewardship Index for Specialty Crops (SISC) online calculator will take wing in February to help produce growers document and re-
port on the sustainability practices they are using in their businesses.  Earlier this year, SISC announced a new partnership with the suppli-
er management technology platform SupplyShift to move the industry toward a mobile-friendly tool that’s easier to use than traditional 
spreadsheets. A soft rollout of the tool is expected Feb. 1.  

Origin and purposes 

Founded in 2008, SISC is a coalition of growers, grower groups, buyers and environmental NGOs who collaborate to develop and maintain 
metrics that all parties agree are the most important indicators of stewardship. Those indicators are designed to capture insights into nutri-
ent, water and energy use; soil health; habitat and biodiversity; and more.  SISC seeks to advance optimal production and strong environ-
mental protection by offering a suite of science-based, data-driven metrics, director Alison Edwards says. 

Edwards says the selection of SupplyShift came after SISC put out a solicitation of interest to software companies on their interest to build 
an online tool. After a number of candidates were interviewed, SISC chose SupplyShift in large part because its technology was well devel-
oped to facilitate two-way communication. 

The SISC calculator will be available at no cost for growers to create a baseline of their stewardship and track continual improvement as 
they enact management changes. Aggregators, retailers, brands and industry groups can also use the SISC calculator to baseline and 
help improve the on-farm sustainability practices of their suppliers.  SupplyShift will be the central software provider offering the SISC cal-
culator, with the ability for agricultural software tools to easily plug into the platform and provide input data to calculate the metrics.  

“SupplyShift has the ability that it has to make it easy to communicate between suppliers and buyers across the supply chain,” she says. 
“We really want growers to get valuable information back from their buyers if they’re going to be providing information (to buyers),” she 
said. 

Edwards said SupplyShift is built around the premise of two-way communication.  SupplyShift could be used by individual growers and also 
by aggregators of data like grower associations.  Associations or grower groups can use SupplyShift in an aggregator role, she says. Asso-
ciations could use the tool to help their growers understand how they could improve efficiencies in water use, for example, or connect them 
with technical solutions and track their improvement.  

That also would allow grower groups to better be able to tell that industry-wide story to the public, regulators and buyers on behalf of their 
growers.  The software is enabled for tablets and phones, but Edwards says most of metrics collected are annual information and most 
often might be recorded on a desktop computer.” 

The list of metrics for the Stewardship Index for Specialty Crop now includes: 

• Applied water use efficiency 

• Simple irrigation efficiency 

• Habitat and biodiversity 

• Energy use 

• Nitrogen use 

• Phosphorus use 

• Soil organic matter.” 

The Packer: December 30, 2019 
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