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Bananas 

Cantaloupe 

Celery 
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Honeydew 

Parsley 

Raspberries 

Strawberries 
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WEEK 4: January 25—January 31, 2021  

MARKET OUTLOOK  

National Diesel Average :  $2.696       Compared to Last Year: $3.037 

Shortages : Trucks remain tight in most regions. Extreme shortages in CO &ID. 

Regional Weather Update : 

Transportation : 

Oxnard, CA: Chances for rain the second half of the week. Highs in the 50s 
and lows in the 40s. 

Salinas, CA: Rain, rain, rain.  Highs in the 50s and lows in the 40s. 

Yuma, AZ: Partly cloudy with highs around 60 and lows in the 40s.  

Immokalee, FL: Partly cloudy, highs in the 80s and lows in the 60s.   

Idaho Falls, ID: Cloudy skies turn to snow mid week with highs around 30 and 
lows in the teens.  

Overview : 

COVID-19 regulation changes continue to impact our industry as many states 
have changed their dining regulations. Additionally restrictions are affecting 
labor at supplier level, especially for processing.  
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This market is improving but not totally out of the woods. Some sizes are still escalated out of the west but vol-
ume has started to increase from Caborca and will continue over the next 2-3 months. Cold front could slow pro-
duction there, as Peru production decreases. Supply is improving and cost is decreasing.  

  

Asparagus 

Avocados 

Last week’s report described field activity in Mexico as being the strongest in many months.  Well that turned out 
to be almost an understatement. Mexico harvested near record breaking volume, sending nearly 80MM pounds to 
packers. This represents the largest weekly harvest amount recorded over the last three seasons! And crews are 
back at it again this week with a harvest rate on pace to produce another near record setting number. While prices 
continue hover in the same range as last week, demand has been solid. Despite the uptick in demand, it has not 
been enough to push prices any higher. With this enormous influx of fruit and unpredictable demand for Super 
Bowl, it will be interesting to see if we reach a saturation point in the US.  Are we seeing a price plateau a few 
weeks earlier then we historically do as we approach the Super Bowl? Remains to be seen but we may have 
reached the top across the size spectrum on all but 60 size. Demand has been heaviest on this size with limited fruit 
available at the border. 

Berries 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Blackberries– : Prices for Blackberries is trending up this week. Growers are reporting cool weather is impacting 
production out of Mexico. Blueberries: Prices for Blueberries is trending up this week. Growers are experiencing 

delays getting imported arrivals in on time. Production is being impacted as growers work through COVID-19 related 
harvesting crew shortages too. Raspberries: Prices for Raspberries is trending up this week. Production out of Mexi-
co is significantly down due to cold weather in Mexico. Growers are looking for higher cost and low availability over 
the next few weeks.   

This year's Washington State Apple Crop is now estimated at 121 million boxes vs shipping 133.5 million last year. 
This is a significant drop from last season but WA will have Apples to sell throughout the Year. Eastern Washington 
had 2 major wind storms late September/Early October where in some areas devasted orchards. Plus - some varie-
ties did not bounce back from the year before, we call it a light set.  Also, late October - we had a few days be-
tween 12 and 18 degrees - some apples did not make it through. Reds, Golds, Galas and Gr Smiths are the varieties 
mostly impacted by the loss. The Farm to Family Box Program has been a huge part of the Price Increases seen in 
the past 2 Months.  

Apples 

Bananas The banana situation remains the same as last. Supplies will continue to be light due to traditional weather patterns 
and the results of the GTM hurricanes.  

This market has stabilized. Seeing good demand, supply and quality.  Beans, Green 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR| QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 



 

    www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699                         January 22, 2021  |  Page 3 

Overall volume will continue its downward trend and remain low over the next 4-5 weeks until we return 
to the Zacapa growing region in late February. Yields have been significantly lower in all regions which has 
decreased volume hitting the market. Florida arrivals have been steady with a good mix of 9/12s primari-
ly.  Overall quality has been good on this fruit with a slight green caste, consistent netting and good inter-
nal flavor.  Volumes going west to California have been challenged with vessel and port delays.  Availability 
is expected to be on the tighter side the next 10-14 days loading out of Los Angeles.   

Cantaloupes 

Celery 

Corn 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Cauliflower supplies continue to be excellent this week. Rain the last two days has caused some 
harvest delays.  Very good quality is been reported at this time. Growers are reporting steady mar-
kets for next week. 

Celery supplies continue to be extremely limited this week. Cold weather has created some supply shortag-
es the last few weeks. Fair quality is been reported at this time. Yields are lower than expected for this time 
of the year. It will take a few weeks for Celery supplies to improve.  

Prices for Corn are elevated for domestic and imports out of Mexico. Growers out of Florida are reporting 
that supplies will be tight for another 2 to 3 weeks. After that, production should pick up quickly and pric-
es will work their way down. Growers are reporting challenges with quality. Please give growers extra 
lead times on your orders to help them secure supplies.  

Cauliflower 

Cellos are very tight, especially 48/1s.  With retail servicing a lot of demand that is normally taken care of in 
the foodservice sector it is putting some strains on compacity as the production system is not built to service 
the additional demand for these products. . There are not enough hours in the day to make everything being 
requested. This should improve as we open our Arizona and Georgia seasons the first week of January. Snack 
packs tight too. 

Carrots 

Brussels Sprouts 

Broccoli 

Broccoli supplies continue to be steady this week. Rain the last two days has caused some harvest delays. Very 
good quality is been reported at this time. Growers are reporting steady markets for next week.  

Brussel Sprouts supplies are really good this week. Great promotional item for the month. Excellent quality is 
been reported at this time. Demand for Broccoli has decreased the last few weeks.   

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR| QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = BAD | QUALITY = BAD 

SUPPLY = BAD | QUALITY = FAIR 



 

    www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699                         January 22, 2021  |  Page 4 

Leaf 

Honeydews 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Lettuce supplies are very good this week. Rain the last two days has caused some harvest delays.  Good quality 
and good weights are been reported this week. Growers are expecting plenty of supplies the next few weeks.    

Iceberg 

Honeydew volume from Guatemala will also remain on the shorter side but there should be an increase from 
Honduran production in the short-term which will assist in keeping the market stable in Florida while possibly 
creating a little pressure on the pricing.  Honeydew sizing has had a nice spread of 5/6/8s allowing for all orders 
to be covered as requested.  Quality has been good to fair with some growers showing some external scarring 
(sugar netting) with brix levels being very good at 11-14%. 

Romaine: Romaine supplies are very good this week. Rain the last two days has caused some harvest de-
lays.  Good quality and good weights are been reported this week. There is an increased demand for Ro-
maine Hearts this week.    

Green Leaf/ Red Leaf/ Butter (Boston) Lettuce: Very good supplies for this week. Rain the last two days 

has caused some harvest delays. Markets are not triggered.  

Tender Leaf  Steady supplies for this week. Rain the last two days has caused some harvest delays.   

***PARSLEY ALERT – Supplies will continue to be short this week on Parsley. Growers are expecting for im-
proved markets and betters supplies next week. 

Grapes The supply on reds out of Peru are short. Chile is delayed on harvesting reds and we anticipate a tight market for 
at least a month. Greens are available out of Peru and Chile.                                              

Prices for Slicing Cucumbers is trending down this week. Growers are reporting good supplies and quality. 
Production is coming out of Mexico and Honduras. Grower are looking for good supplies over the next 
couple weeks. Prices for English Cucumbers is trending up this week.  

Cucumbers 

Eggplant Prices for Eggplant is trending up this week. Supplies tightened up this week due to cool weather.  

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR| QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

Oranges 

Onions Onion market remains very steady. Seeing good quality, supply and demand. Yellow FOBs $6-7, whites $12
-14, reds $6-7. We will be in the northwest for the next fewmonths more before transitioning.  

Navels are eating great and the color looks fantastic and bright! Now running Washington Navels, Peak-
ing on a 72's/ 56's / 48's .Promotional volumes are available. 

Onions, Green 
Limited supplies for this week. Growers are expecting supplies and markets to improve. Mar-
kets are not triggered.  

Prices for Green, Red and Yellow Peppers is trending lightly up this week. Production out of Mexico and Flori-
da isn't high enough to meet consumer demands. Growers are expecting higher production out of Mexico 
during the next few weeks if the weather holds up.    

Peppers, Bell 

Lemons & Limes LIMES: On the bigger sizes is where the volume is today, this situation is due to the lack of harvest on the 
past two weeks. Prices on the 110ct & 150ct are even expected to decrease a bit more by the end of this 
week.  Availability will remain low on the smaller sizes 200ct, 230ct & 250ct.The new crop remains delayed 
and will not start until the 3rd week of February, yields will be lower than expected due to the cooler tem-
peratures as well as harvest schedules.  LEMONS: Lemon market is steady right now. Fancy larger sizes a bit 
higher and tighter. Most choice fruit sitting around $18-23, small fruit is tighter but not to a concerned ex-
tent. Fancy sitting about $26-35 and big fruit is tighter.   

Mushrooms We are in the winter months where there is some activity as demand increases across the country. With 
heavier than normal retail pulls and the holidays just passing, we are seeing some sizing concerns (small) 
and reduction in supply. COVID restrictions are also affecting things at supplier level. Look for things to 
remain a bit tight for the next couple weeks and improve into the spring.   

2020 is a clean crop of pears and quality is very good. Barts will be available through the last week of Feb 
or first week of March. New crop starts mid-August. Anjou’s – through August, just in time for new crop. 
Red Pears – through June – new crop starts mid-August. Bosc – through April – new crop starts early 
September. 

Pears 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR| QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

Strawberries 

Squash 

Tomatoes 

Prices for Strawberries is trending up this week. Production is down due to cool and wet weather as well as 

winds. More rain is in the forecast for the rest of this week. Growers are expecting tight supplies for the next 

2 or 3 weeks. Growers are also expecting tight supplies for Valentines Day on Conventional Strawberries and 

Stem Berries too.   It would be highly advantageous to book your holiday needs out with growers as soon as 

possible. 

Prices for Green and Yellow Squash is trending up this week. Pricing for Green Squash is outpacing cost in-
creases compared to Yellow at this time. Production is down due to cool weather. Growers are reporting chal-
lenges with quality too.    

Prices for 20 lb / 25 lb Rounds and Romas are down again this week.. Roma's are still the best value when 

compared to the cost of rounds. End users should consider shifting some of their needs to Roma's due to the 

currents lower pricing situation. Grape Tomatoes are stable and Cherry Tomato prices are trending up right 

now.   

Potato market remains stable and steady. Seeing average supply quality and demand. FOBs from $6-10, big-

ger spuds at the premium but average for this time of year. Snow and cold weather could slow loadings but 

don’t see a huge concern right now.  

 

Potatoes 

Prices for Chili Peppers is trending down this week. Growers are reporting good supplies and quality.  
Peppers, Chili 

Pineapples 
Weather improved substantially - less precipitation and greater luminosity than we have had during the past 
month. However, the temperatures have dropped and we have experience cooler nights, which  could have 
trigged  natural flowering events. Our harvest strategy will be adjusted as we move towards a gradual in-
crease in age, normal for this time of the year that brings lower air temperatures and less solar radiation  de-
laying plant growth and the maturation process of the fruit. Some translucency and "water spotting" contin-
ued to be detected internally. But the quality of the fruit in general is very acceptable.      

 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = FAIR 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = GOOD | QUALITY = GOOD 

SUPPLY = FAIR | QUALITY = GOOD 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out 

to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish 

version that will be released on Monday. Have a great week!                             

                                                                                                                                  Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Black Box Intelligence | Jan 20, 2021 

“Safety, cleanliness remain top concerns for consumers as COVID-19 pandemic continues, according to Black 
Box Intelligence  

The fourth quarter was not good for restaurant sales; each month posted worse same-store sales growth than the previ-
ous month. By December, same-store sales growth fell to -13.3% year-over-year, the worst month for the industry since 

July. Same-store traffic growth for the month was -18.6%, also the worst performance in the last five months.  

There are many factors that contributed to poor restaurant sales in November and December. The rapidly spiking number 
of COVID-19 cases came with tighter dine-in restrictions in some areas and may have discouraged some potential diners 
due to health risks. In addition, colder winter weather eliminated some potential for outdoor restaurant dining, favored 

by many guests who believe patio seating is a safer option. 

Black Box Guest Intelligence™ suggests that despite the disappointing sales and traffic results, restaurants were successful 
in meeting their guests’ expectations and raising the guest sentiment for their brands in December. 

Ambiance was the attribute with the largest improvement in guest sentiment year-over-year. As previous data has high-
lighted, guests are hyper-focused on cleanliness during this pandemic, and it is reflected in their online comments and 
reviews. In many cases, safety is their primary concern. Meeting or exceeding their expectations for safety is rewarded 

with positive feedback online. 

Sentiment for restaurant service and food also improved significantly in December compared to a year ago. For service, 
net sentiment was the third highest in 2020, only behind September and November, which saw the best scores of all for 

the year.” 

https://www.nrn.com/finance/restaurants-succeed-raising-guest-sentiment-
december-despite-downturn-sales-and-traffic 

Restaurants succeed in raising guest sentiment in December, despite 

downturn in sales and traffic 
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