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Salinas - Sunny for the upcoming week with highs in the low 70s  and 

lows in the 50s. Oxnard -  Sunny for the upcoming week with highs in 

the 70s and lows in the 60s and high 50s. Mexico (Culiacan)- Sunny 

for the upcoming week with highs in the 90s and lows in the high 60s. 

Florida, Southern– Scattered thunderstorms with highs in the 80s and 

lows in the 70s.  Idaho - Sunny for the upcoming week with highs in 

the 60s and high 50s and lows in the 30s.  

The National Diesel Average has been recorded at $3.385 up  $0.072 a 

gal from last week and up $0.511 gal from last year. NPC continues to 

monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well as reported 

truckload freight rates on a weekly basis. Transportation continues to 

work through its most significant structural changes in years in re-

gards to new laws and regulations stressing available truck volume 

and controlling drivers. Truck availability is adequate nationally.  

 

 

Check out our footage from 

our Idaho / Oregon Trip! 

Jalapenos 

Citrus 

Green Onions 

Cilantro 

Green Cabbage 

Green Beans 

https://vimeo.com/292025153?quality=1080p
https://vimeo.com/292025153?quality=1080p
https://vimeo.com/292025153?quality=1080p
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Washington is down on volumes with Reds, Golds and Fujis and considerably down on Galas (15% down) and 
an amazing 30% down on gr smiths.  Volume will be confirmed as the State continue to harvest in the Month 
of October. Reds and Golds are down significant due to growers cutting their orchards down to replant Hon-
eys, Pinks, Organics, Jazz, Lady Alice, etc.  Galas and Gr Smiths - due to such a large crop last season, trees did 
not respond back - some will say these apples are alternate bearing. Quality of the new Crop is very good 
with size profile 2 to 3 sizes larger than last year. (small sizes will be limited).  

 

Volume from Peru and Mexico is steady and we’re expecting more availability on the larger sizes also.  Quali-
ty and sizing are both excellent. 

SUPPLY QUALITY Asparagus 

SUPPLY QUALITY Apples 

Avocados 
Rains hit the growing regions last week which curtailed packing for a couple of days.  This allowed the market 
to run up quickly and created a demand exceeds situation on 9/12s into the weekend.  The weather in Cali-
fornia has stabilized and production has resumed but larger fruit will remain fairly short as they are experi-
encing cooler temperatures which is normal for this time of year.  Arizona production may be in a heading 
into another holding pattern as Hurricane Sergio appears heading for this region by the end of the week. 
Honeydew production was also significantly affected by the rains last week especially larger sized melons 
which were short to begin with.   Expect California to produce mostly 6/8s over the next few weeks.  Mexi-
can supply is schedule to pick up some momentum later this week and into next week so long as the poor 
weather avoids their growing region.   

Banana volumes are expected to be sufficient with high quality fruit coming into the market. The conditions 
should continue to be great as no real issues with production are predicted for the remainder of the 
year.                                                                                             

Bananas 

Berries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Blueberries:  Overall quality is good. Supplies are lighter due to the transitions in growing areas.  Mostly Peru-
vian.  But Uruguay and Argentina starting up soon.  Mexico also expected to start up first week of November. 

Blackberries:  Quality being reported fair to good. Markets are extremely active. Mexico ramping up and 
starts back up in another week or so. 

 Raspberries:  Quality being reported mostly good. Supplies are steady.  Prices are steady to higher.  Mexico 
ramping up, 2-3 wks. 

SUPPLY 
QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
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Overall market is somewhat limited as California is the only growing region currently. Our yields and 
quality are solid and should remain that way.  Colorado and Canada should be starting soon which will 
increase the overall supply in the market.  Once they will start shipping product we will have a better 
idea of what their crop looks like and what overall market conditions will be. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Carrots 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Cantaloupes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Celery 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Cauliflower 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Corn 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Production supplies are better than expected. Quality is still good, expect markets to maintain steady. 

SUPPLY QUALITY Brussels Sprouts 

Supplies are lower than expected, the demand for Cauliflower is high. Cold weather is affecting sizing. 
Good deals on 16ct Cauliflower this wee. Quality is excellent. 

 

Rains hit the growing regions last week which curtailed packing for a couple of days.  This allowed the 
market to run up quickly and created a demand exceeds situation on 9/12s into the weekend.  The 
weather in California has stabilized and production has resumed but larger fruit will remain fairly short as 
they are experiencing cooler temperatures which is normal for this time of year.  Arizona production may 
be in a heading into another holding pattern as Hurricane Sergio appears heading for this region by the 
end of the week. Honeydew production was also significantly affected by the rains last week especially 
larger sized melons which were short to begin with.   Expect California to produce mostly 6/8s over the 
next few weeks.  Mexican supply is schedule to pick up some momentum later this week and into next 
week so long as the poor weather avoids their growing region.   

Celery supplies are better this week than prior weeks out of Salinas Valley and Santa Maria. Quality is 
excellent market is expected to maintain stable for next week. 

Hurricane Michael has severely impacted the Georgia region where most corn was being harvested, 
our growers are still assessing the damage to the crop but it is very possible that all corn is done, if 
there is anything left quality will be very poor. Florida is expected to begin mid-November. 

Broccoli SUPPLY QUALITY 

Cooler nights are affecting production supplies. Broccoli Forecast numbers are better than what grow-
ers expected. Demand for Broccoli is still high, with better supplies expect prices to improve. Market is 
expected to maintain steady. 
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SUPPLY QUALITY 
Green Beans 

Markets and movement  remain steady.  Pricing should continue at these levels through the end of Octo-
ber.  Fruit quality and condition are good as the weather has been consistent and mostly dry.  

East- Things are very short and the primary growing region is about to take a direct hit from Michael. We 
could see a catastrophic bean market by the end of the week. Quality is very poor and FOBs have risen 
significantly already. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Grapes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Honeydews 

Eggplant 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

The combination of cooler weather and rain is likely to steer the current Carolina eggplant production to 
the end of the season and GA’s crop is a wait and see deal. Florida’s not projecting significant availability 
for a 3-4 weeks, so eggplant supply could become snug. 

Fortunately, the Western transition is taking place smoothly. Fresno is winding down, but the CA desert is 
up and running and Mexico will start in 10-14 days. 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

 

Seeing good quality and supply across the board. 

Rains hit the growing regions last week which curtailed packing for a couple of days.  This allowed the 
market to run up quickly and created a demand exceeds situation on 9/12s into the weekend.  The weath-
er in California has stabilized and production has resumed but larger fruit will remain fairly short as they 
are experiencing cooler temperatures which is normal for this time of year.  Arizona production may be in 
a heading into another holding pattern as Hurricane Sergio appears heading for this region by the end of 
the week. Honeydew production was also significantly affected by the rains last week especially larger 
sized melons which were short to begin with.   Expect California to produce mostly 6/8s over the next few 

SUPPLY QUALITY Herbs 

Mexico’s cucumber production is off to a slow start in both Baja and the Mainland but quality has been 
very nice thus far. Both areas expect a dip in production over the next several days due to the tropical 
storm but should have more on the way, pending no serious adverse weather effects. 

Eastern cucumber supply is a GA deal, so we won’t know the situation until storm assessments are made. 
South Florida is on tap to start around November 1st. 

Cucumbers 
SUPPLY QUALITY 
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SUPPLY 

 

Romaine - Supplies are lower this week, the forecast on production is a little lower than expected. Quality 
is good no peel or mildew, very nice quality. Quality is good and weights are about average. Market will be 
active next week. 

Green Leaf/Red Leaf - Green leaf production is lower than expected. Expect supplies to affect higher pric-
es. Butter lettuce: we are projecting right at our wants and will be able to cover normal business but will 
not be pushing to bring any additional business on. Red leaf production is normal, prices to mantain 
steady. 

QUALITY 

Leaf 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

SUPPLY 
QUALITY 

Lemons & Limes 

 
 Forecast on production is improving. Better supplies this week, there is a strong demand for Iceberg Lettuce 

supplies cannot keep up with demand. Quality is good at the present time. 

SUPPLY QUALITY Iceberg 

 

Kale supplies remain abundant with little issues. The market is steady. Quality is good with minimal yellow-
ing, little dehydration, and dark green color. 

Kale 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

Arugula:  Quality and supply have improved and product is available. Cilantro:  Supplies and quality are fair. 
Kale Blends:  Quality and supplies are good on kale. Parsley:  Parsley quality and supply are good. Spin-
ach:  Quality is fair due to light mechanical damage, but product is available. Spring Mix:  Quality is fair and 
supplies are improving.  

Lemons – High market remains in tact but it has eased up a bit. Prices are seemingly decreasing but not in 
line with a steady market just yet. 

Limes– Supplies have been steady but have become slightly impacted of production difficulties, this can cre-
ate a more challenging market in the upcoming weeks. 

Tender Leaf 
SUPPLY QUALITY 
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Peppers, Jalapenos East- GA is the main player in the game as most local deals are done. Production in both the east and 
west has been a little light, putting some upward pressure on prices. However, quality is good at this 
time. 

West- We’re in the typical October decline for western chiles. Add in the recent storms, and things are 
getting a little shaky. New crop is expected to start by the 
end of October to bring relief. FOBs are up about $2.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Pineapples 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Good volumes and HIGH quality are predicted for October as sizing has, and will continue to improve on larg-
er counts. We do expect good volumes for the remainder of the year. 

SC and GA are really the only states with significant bell pepper production in the East. With both 
areas experiencing storm effects, Eastern bells could prove to be a significant challenge until South 
Florida gets into volume in November. There’s a little acreage in Plant City that should come on soon, 
but Fall acreage is down this year. 

Western markets are beginning the normal Fall transition from primarily a CA deal to the CA desert, 
and then eventually Mexico. Volume is declining in Stockton, Gilroy, etc and the CA desert will start in 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Oranges 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Pears 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Peppers, Bell 

D’anjou pears are peaking on 90’s and larger. Moderate supplies on 100/110’s has the market 
steady.120s and smaller are light with a firm market. Bosc pears have a steady market with supplies 
winding down for the season. Red pears are tight but should last till May. Quality is good on all pears. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Onions 

Onion market is softer than last week as onion demand has decreased. Pricing on yellow jumbos has 
been down, while reds  are on the mid scale to higher end  and whites has been softer than last week. 
Seeing good quality. Check out the link on the first page for a video from our time in Oregon. 

This market is still active, demand exceeds supply although it is improving. Quality still remains moder-
ate. Smaller fruit remains the tightest.   
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SUPPLY QUALITY 

Strawberries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Squash 

 
The market remains steady for the most part  across all sizes and grades on norkotahs. Some suppliers are 
into burbanks this week which is a dollar higher or so and good news for frying potatoes. The US fall potato 
yield is projected at 445 cwt per acre. That is 7 cwt less than the 20-year trend yield.  

 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Potatoes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Tomatoes 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Again, GA is the center of the East’s supply of squash and we don’t have a report yet. Plant City, FL has start-
ed with a few and South Florida is on tap to begin in 7-10 days, so hopefully squash will recover from any 
shortages a bit sooner than other veg items. 

In the West, Santa Maria, CA is on the last hurrah and Mexico’s new crops are being hindered by the tropical 
storm. Look for increases in 10-14 days if weather cooperates. It’s been raining in the Sonora region for al-
most 24 hours which will delay harvesting of squash for several days, quality will be an issue. 

Supplies are on the lighter side. The market is extremely active in regards to pricing.  Seeing some quality issues 
on arrival from heavy rains last week.  Labor still continues to be an issue. Mexico expecting to start up mid to 
late October.  Florida is beginning strawberry plantings this week.  Expect to have pallet quantities by end of 
November.  Mexico expected to be shipping by end of October.  

With TN, NC and AL at or very near the tail end of the season and Quincy experiencing serious effects from Mi-
chael, the East will be looking to Palmetto/Ruskin for supply sooner rather than later. Light numbers of grape toma-
toes have started and volume will build over the next few weeks. Round harvests will start up in 7-10 days with 
romas following toward the end of the month. However, normal, “market-satisfying” volumes aren’t expected until 
early-mid November. 

CA’s San Joaquin Valley growers expect to harvest rounds and romas through the month of October. Quality is still 
nice but overall volumes will be declining as we move toward the end of the season. Eastern Mexico growers are 
crossing steady volumes of rounds and romas this week. As Baja growers gear up for production increases. Grape 
tomato availability could also be impacted by Sergio as Baja is the primary growing region at this time. Early Main-
land crops are very light so far and could also be affected by rain. 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach 

out to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Span-

ish version that will be released on Monday and our Midweek Update released every Wednesday. Have a great week!        

Keeping You Informed, 

                       Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Corn and tomato crops flattened by Hurricane Michael 

Onions Green - With the heavy rains in Baja Mexico and Hurricane Sergio affecting Desert regions in Mexico, the green onion produc-
tion that was already down will be highly impacted. Demand is high for Green Onions, this will cause higher prices on the market. Quali-

ty is good, supplies are extremely short. Growers are pro rating orders. 

Green Cabbage -  Supplies are almost none existing. Going through a growing gap, some fields are not mature enough for harvesting. 
There is high demand for cabbage, expect really high prices this week. 

Cilantro—With the heavy rains in Baja Mexico and Hurricane Sergio affecting the Desert regions in Mexico, cilantro supplies continue to 
be impacted. Supplies cannot keep up with the demand. Prices will remain on the high side. 

“The Florida panhandle and southern Georgia won't be functioning normally for several weeks after Hurri-
cane Michael caused widespread destruction to the region. The storm crossed the coast as a category 4 
hurricane and has been labeled as the strongest hurricane to hit the Florida panhandle. As a result, six peo-
ple have so far been killed and many hundreds of thousands are without power. 

The area is home to many fall crops and early reports indicate that many of these have most likely been de-
stroyed. The worst affected are corn and tomatoes. The reports from growers in the region are incomplete 
because many of them can't even access the fields due to flooding and tree damage which has blocked 
roads and cut off many communities. Of those that have been able to undertake a partial assessment, what 
they've seen so far is not good news. 

"Corn lying flat as far as the eye can see" 
It's peak season for corn in the Bainbridge, Georgia area. Much of the crop was ready for picking when the 
hurricane passed directly over. This combination has meant that growers here have most likely lost their en-
tire crop and the market can expect no corn from this region.  

The market will likely rise if and when a shortage of supply becomes evident. A complicating factor in this is 
the status of the Mexico corn crop. "Mexico corn is coming in late this year," McDulin observed. "If the Bain-
bridge crop is destroyed as is feared, there could be a gap between now and the Florida season in Novem-
ber."  

“Tomato prices are already climbing” 

Another major crop that is in the middle of its season in the district is tomatoes. There is a notable tomato 
growing area around Quincy in Florida, which also suffered a direct hit by the hurricane. This area is without 
power and at the time of writing, growers are not even present on their farms located here. Information is 
limited at this time but one broker in Florida said that a few growers have reported significant crop damage.  

mailto:dforsythe@nproduce.com

