
There has been some relief on CA grown vegetables, but overall Lettuces have still been struggling to keep up with demand.  Heat has been an
issue over the past month and the Lettuce harvests have been the last two fully recover.  We are quickly approaching Transition period and
some growers are just a couple weeks away from beginning to move.  As we get to new southern fields, we should see a helpful release on
commodity conditions.  Mushroom Alerts have entered the picture as we move into high demand season and a restructuring industry due to
logistical complications mixed with changing demand.   

Overall there is less items on Alert this week and with good weather forecasted, we should continue to see the list shrink.  Trucking remains
limited across the country and demand is still somewhat volatile while COVID conditions linger.  The industry is beginning to recognize and
adapt to conditions and navigate new thoughts and ideas on how to deal with industry wide issues.  
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Regional Transportation Report
National Diesel Average: $2.388(wk 43)
                                 2019 : $3.050(wk 43)

NPC continues to monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well as reported truckload freight rates
on a weekly basis. Transportation continues to work through its most significant structural changes in years

in regards to new laws and regulations stressing available truck volume and controlling drivers.

Regions with shortages:
Nationwide  trucks are still higher this week due to high demand in certain regions,
although there have been overall improvements.  Slight shortage in Nogales, West

Florida, Minnesota-North Dakota, East North Carolina.  Shortages in Colorado,
Delaware, Minnesota, Idaho, North Carolina, Wisconsin, Oregon and Washington.
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Low 60s Mid 40s

Sunshine and partly cloudy days.  No rain
on the forecast.  

Mid 70s

Mid 70s

Mid 20s

Low 50s

Idaho Falls, ID Sunny and partly cloudy.

Partly cloudy and sunny next week.

Sunshine and partly cloudy days with no
rain on the forecast.  

Mid 40s

Mid 60s

Mid 40s

Rain over the weekend followed by partly
cloudy and sunny conditions.  

Mid 40sSanta Maria, CA Sunny and partly cloudy. Low 70s

Low 70s



Weekly Market Changes

Asparagus

Avocados

Volume on asparagus is down and is primarily coming out of PE.   Sizing has been inconsistent and
West Coast product is very limited while East Coast remains limited as well.  We are seeing an uptick

in supply and should be in a better spot as MX continues to increase in the coming weeks.

Quality: Supply:

Quality: GOOD Supply:
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Overall the market is stable but we are seeing retail driving the market. Currently California, PE,
and MX product have been in good supply.  So far there has been sufficient quantity and quality

of product crossing the border.  

Bananas
Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Overall there hasn't been much fluctuation in the banana market.  Supply and quality have
been good and freight costs have been level leaving the banana industry quite stable.

Berries, Mixed Quality: Supply:

Broccoli Quality: Supply:

Brussels Sprouts Quality: Supply:

GOOD

Cantaloupe Quality: Supply:

Blueberries- There has been a lot of activity in the blue market lately.  Prices spiked back in Week 40 and they were on the climb starting back in week 36.  
 Moving out of Domestic crop and into import crop has caused some of the market activity.  There has been some product arriving late due to normal border

issues and port issues.  Currently a large majority of the product is import and out of MX with some trickling in from domestic harvests as well.

Raspberries- Supply has been good, probably considered the most stable of the 4 berry categories.  This likely is due to Razz being typically the
lowest demanded berry.  Markets are stable though and quality has been good.  Product is coming from Salinas/Watsonville area and also out of MX. 

 Leaning more favorably toward the import MX programs and will continue to see heavier volumes moving forward.

Blackberries- Seeing good numbers, quality and consistency in the marketplace.  So far not having any major issues as we have been balanced
between the start of MX and the end of California and East Coast product.  Overall should see flush numbers moving forward for the next few

weeks and quality should remain solid.

GOOD

FAIR

GOOD

We are into a good week with Broccoli.  After a few weeks of difficult harvesting, we are at a point where
quality has improved and the markets have balanced out.  Supply is expected to be steady for the

upcoming weeks.  There is a strong demand for product currently but supply is keeping up at this point.  

Brussels Sprouts supply is steady this week. Demand is stronger this week for Brussels
Sprouts.  Expect markets to remain steady for a few weeks.

FAIR

GOOD

Harvest numbers have improved with conditions cooling off and fires beginning to subside.  Melons are
back off alert and should be more stable moving forward with regular sizing and good quality.  

ALERT BAD BAD

GOOD

GOOD GOOD



Weekly Market Changes

Cauliflower Quality: Supply:

Celery Quality: Supply:
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Corn Quality: Supply:

Cucumbers Quality: Supply:

Eggplant Quality: Supply:

Carrot Sticks Quality: Supply:GOOD

COVID-19 has had an impact on value added carrots and the array of pack sizes and cuts
available to the market.  The additional labor and contact throughout the supply chain has

put this item on the radar until supply can catch up with demand.

FAIR

Cilantro Quality: Supply:

Cilantro supplies are good this week. Growers are expecting steady supplies the next few
weeks.  Good quality is been reported by multiple growers at this time. Demand for

Cilantro has decreased this week.

GOOD GOOD

GOODGOOD

ALERT
BAD

Prices are trending down this week. Production is starting to catch up with demands.
Look for lower prices in the weeks to come as more growing areas come online.

Flower has made a quick recovery after being on alert and is now sitting at a good place. 
 Supply has improved to steady and quality has become good.  There is good demand but

we do anticipate a steady few weeks ahead.  

Celery supplies are very good this week. Growers are reporting steady supplies going
into next week while demand also remains strong.  We anticipate a few solid weeks

ahead as we head into transition.  

Prices are trending down for Cucumbers this week. Production is coming out of Georgia, New Jersey,
CA and Mexico. Growers are expecting attractive pricing going forward. 

Prices for corn is trending slightly down this week. Production out of Georgia is trending up slightly but it's
still a very tight market. Growers are reporting a lot of weather related quality challenges. Production out of
the West is starting out of El Centro and Scottsdale, AZ.   Please give growers extra order load times so they

can line up supplies.  

BAD

GOOD GOOD

GOODGOOD

FAIR FAIR



Weekly Market Changes
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Grapes We have made our way into domestic season and we are now seeing good volume in the
open market.  Price has come down as supply has picked up.  We anticipate this to

continue steady for the next few weeks but then will begin to see greens coming to an
end while reds continue on for an additional few weeks.

Quality: GOOD Supply:

Honeydew Quality: Supply:

Iceberg Quality: Supply:

Red and Green Leaf Quality: Supply:

Romaine Leaf Quality: Supply:

Chinese Garlic
Beginning to see better numbers as imports begin to loosen and there is supply between

domestic, Spanish and China

Quality: GOOD Supply:

HIGH ALERT

Green Beans Quality: Supply:

Due to the Hurricane a few weeks ago we have seen significant damage to Georgia crops. The
Hurricane produced strong wind damage and flooded the fields which has reduced

the amount of product harvestable in the fields.  The late freeze in NY limited crop production as
well. Should see esacalated markets for the remainder of October until FL can pick up the slack.  

GOOD

BAD

FAIR

Lettuce supplies will be short the start of the week. We are waiting to have lettuce from Huron CA
early next week. Weather and heat have created the seen issues and we expect for cartons to be

light in weight.  Weights should improve by the end of next week. Growers continue to harvest
and remove fringe burn from the outer leaves

BAD BAD

Romaine supplies continue to be extremely limited. Growers continue to be challenged with the effects of the
Virus and Heat Stress.  Growers are only reporting fair quality at best. You will see fringe burn on the outer

leaves and some disease on the outer leaves.  Expect carton Romaine to be light in weight for next week.  We
should have some relief over the next few weeks as we move through the transition.  

BAD

ALERT

Harvest numbers have improved with conditions cooling off and fires beginning to subside.  Melons are
back off alert and should be more stable moving forward with regular sizing and good quality.  

Still lagging behind on production numbers.  Yields are down due to some quality issues including sun scald,
dehydration, and wind/fringe burn.  Other lettuce items remain tight as well which will not help the overall

outlook on green and red leaf.  We anticipate a period of limited availability until full transition in November.  

BADBAD

ALERT

FAIR BAD

ALERT

GOOD GOOD



Weekly Market Changes
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Limes
Markets fell off a few weeks ago and have remained down and steady for the past few weeks. 

 No indicators of any major changes in the near term.

Onions

Quality: GOOD Supply:

Quality: Supply:

Green Onions
Good quality and good yields reported by multiple growers.  

Prices are back to normal and not escalated.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Oranges
 The USDA box program has been the biggest catalyst affecting overall supply in the import fruit

season.  We are about to finish the gap from import to domestic, as we close out October.  Domestic
fruit will be harvested starting Monday and then growers will spend a couple days gassing product. 
 Anticipate new fruit to be available to load this upcoming week which should help to create a much

needed release in the orange market.  

Quality: Supply:

Lemons
Currently working with primarily import Chilean/Argentina lemons.  The import fruit is in decent condition

but is showing some pale and lighter color exterior.  Market has been up while we get through import
season but has remained steady over the past few weeks.

Quality: Supply:

Tender Leaf
 Growers aren’t reporting any issues on supply and quality has been fine.  Look for this

to continue for a few weeks.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

FAIR

GOOD

FAIR

BAD BAD

HIGH ALERT

Mushrooms

Overall a fairly stable item for 10 months out of the year.  We are entering the winter months where there is some
activity as demand increases across the country.  In addition to normal winter activity, we have began to see some
shortages in Crimini and Portabella Mushrooms.  Retail pulling heavier than normal and labor issues with COVID

have lead to an unstable market. Indicators are showing a limited fall and winter for Mushrooms.  

Quality: Supply:

Market has leveled out after a transition up into new crop out of the Pacific North West region.  Quality has
been good and supply is flush.  Growers are expecting a good season baring any major setbacks.  

BAD
ALERT

GOOD GOOD

FAIR



Weekly Market Changes
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Summer Squash Quality: Supply:

Strawberries Quality: Supply:

Tomatoes Quality: Supply:

Watermelon Quality: Supply:GOOD GOOD
Supply has been plentiful and the market has continued to slump as there has been a
surplus in the marketplace.  Seeing prices decrease on MX product crossing on both

boarders, McAllen and Nogales.  Anticipate a low market for the coming weeks.

Potatoes
The potato market has come back down as we have made the transition to OR and ID new crop. 
 Supply is good and quality is back to solid condition.  With new crop availability, there should not

be any major issues moving through the fall season.  

Quality: Supply:

Pineapple
Volumes have been low for the past few weeks but are now improving.  Weather had been a
major issue but is now improving.  The labor strikes have ceased and we are now looking at a

more balanced marketplace with good quality and supply.  

Quality: Supply:

Santa Maria and Oxnard areas are currently in full swing and good weather conditions are helping to tamp down prices.  We
have seen market prices go from mid to high 20’s down to low 20’s and in some cases into the high teens.  This is a positive

trend after seeing markets escalated for a long period of time.  Watsonville is on their last bit of harvest and growers are doing
everything possible to push the end of their harvest into the market.  We have seen some prices on product out of Watsonville

in the mid teens which is also helping to release some pricing pressure.  We are making our way into MX product also which
should help to keep price more balanced over the next month.  Overall quality remains solid.

GOOD GOOD

Tomato supplies still remain extremely tight again this week. Weather is the key theme of the month. Production
isn't keeping up with demands. Prices for 20 lb Round Tomatoes & Cherry Tomatoes is trending  slightly down
this week. Prices for 25 lb Rounds, Roma's and Grape tomatoes are trending up. Hopefully price increases has

topped out. Lower prices are expected in the weeks to come.  Growers out of California are expecting increased
production and cost reductions for the week of 11/1/20.

ALERT
BAD

Prices for Yellow and Green Squash is depressed this week. Production coming out of
Georgia, Florida, and Mexico. Prices are at rock bottom at this time and have nowhere

to go but up. Growers continue to expect attractive pricing going forward.

BAD
HIGH ALERT

Peppers, Bell Quality: Supply:

Prices for Green Peppers are steady this week.  Pricing for Red and Yellow is trending down. Production
out of Georgia is picking up. It won't be long before Mexico and Florida starts production too. Growers

are looking for lower prices in the weeks to come.

BAD

ALERT
BAD BAD

GOOD GOOD

GOOD GOOD

GOOD



Industry Report

"While we are jumping new and unanticipated hurdles this year, the ones that awaited us still exist, such as future operations,
labor, and—essentially—what the future of farming looks like. Google’s parent company Alphabet has its eyes on such
challenges with goals for a prototype that would look to roboticize farming, working with items ranging from strawberry fields
in California to soybean fields in Illinois.

“Alongside experts in the field—literally and figuratively—we’ve been developing and testing a range of software and hardware
prototypes based on breakthroughs in artificial intelligence, simulation, sensors, robotics, and more,” Dr. Elliott Grant, who
leads an early stage project focused on sustainable food production at X Moonshot Factory, wrote in a blog post. “We’ve been
learning about crops from sprout to harvest, so we can find new ways to help breeders and growers understand how plants
grow and interact with their environment.”

Grant announced in the post a new project he’s working on called “Mineral”—a name that encompasses the entire suite of
hardware and software tools that analyze the “complexity of the plant world” for farming.

While Grant held back on specific goals for the technology his team is working on, focusing more on the innovation goals and
the process of that innovation, he added a newly launched website that poses more of the questions the team is asking and
working to answer in the next chapter for farming technology.

With the power of Alphabet focused on investing in such a vast array of aspects in growing, what can we expect to see in
solution opportunities for ag in the coming years?"
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Google Parent Alphabet Invests in Farming Technologies
and Robotics With New Team
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