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Salinas— Sunny to partly cloudy next week with highs in the 80s and 

lows in the upper 40s.  Oxnard— Sunny next week with highs in the   

upper 70s and lows in the 50s.   Mexico (Culiacan)— Sunny to partly 

cloudy next week. Highs in the upper 90s and lows in the lower 70s. 

Florida, Southern— Cloudy next week with chances of  scattered thun-

derstorms throughout the week. Highs in the upper 80s and lows in 

the 70s. Idaho— Sunny to partly cloudy next week with chances of 

rain & snow showers Wednesday morning. Highs in the 60s and lows 

in the 20s.  

The National Diesel Average has been recorded at $3.066 down 

$0.015 a gal from last week and down $0.328 gal from last year. NPC 

continues to monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well as 

reported truckload freight rates on a weekly basis. Transportation 

continues to work through its most significant structural changes in 

years in regards to new laws and regulations stressing available truck 

volume and controlling drivers. Trucks are in good supply in most of 

the country, however there are slight shortages in Idaho (Upper Val-

ley, Twin Falls– Burley District) 

Follow us on Facebook! 

STRAWBERRIES 

 

COMMODITIES ON THE RADAR:  

Iceberg Lettuce  

Limes 

Potatoes 

 Romaine Lettuce  

Romaine Hearts 
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The market is steady this week. New crop Washington MFC Gala, Golden Delicious, Granny Smith, and 

Golden Delicious Apples are available. New crop Washington Fuji stocks are limited. Quality is excellent.  

Asparagus supplies are getting back to normal as more supplies are coming in from Peru & Mexico. The 

market is expected to be steady going into next week. Quality is also improving.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Asparagus 

SUPPLY QUALITY Apples 

Avocados 
Markets appear to be leveling out. 70’s and larger are all within a few dollars of each other while 84’s 

are just slightly below that. The size curve for the new crop is heavier to 48’s and smaller, so within a 

couple of weeks the 40’s and larger could be higher than other sizes. A tropical storm that skirted the 

west coast of Mexico has caused it to rain in the growing areas, but it should only stop picks for a couple 

of days .  

Markets are steady with good demand and consistent production. Quality is good.  Plantains remain 

tight.  

Bananas 

Berries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Blackberries: Supplies are tighter due to rain in Mexico. Expect supplies to remain tight as Tropical Storm 

Narda impacts Mexico with even more wind and precipitation. 

Blueberries: The market is steady. Domestic production is decreasing, but imports are picking up. Imports 

are coming in from Argentina and Peru.  

Raspberries: Just like blackberries, raspberries have been impacted by all the rain in Mexico. Expect tight 

supplies for another week or so.    

SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
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With cooler temperatures Bakersfield carrots are improving quality. Supply is steady.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Carrots 

Cantaloupe supplies started to steady over the weekend finally catching up to very good demand the 

past few weeks. Much cooler temps began hitting the California growing area over the weekend which 

should prevent the fruit from accelerating as it did last week when temps hit the low 90s. Current sizing 

has been leaning heavier towards larger fruit with a good percentage of 12ct to satisfy those orders. Re-

cent quality has shown a nice shell color on the lopes with solid internal quality in the 11-13% range 

mostly.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Cantaloupes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Celery 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Cauliflower 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Corn 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Good supplies continue on this market. Quality is reported as good with multiple growers. The market 

is expected to remain steady for the next few weeks.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Brussels Sprouts 

Steady supplies on cauliflower this week. Quality is being reported as good with multiple growers. 

The market is expected to remain steady for the next few weeks.   

Excellent supplies on celery this week. Very good quality reported by multiple growers. Expect the 

market to remain steady for the next few weeks.   

Production is still coming out of Georgia, but supplies remain tight. The northeast has good supplies 

on bi-color and yellow corn. White corn out California has seen a slight increase in production. Prices 

still remain strong.   

Broccoli SUPPLY 

Supplies have improved this week. Quality is still affecting the market to get back to normal. Supplies will 

be light due to quality reported as just fair. Pin-Rot is the cause of the fair quality. Growers are expecting 

the market to keep improving.  

QUALITY 



 

    www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699                         October 4, 2019  |  Page 4 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Green Beans 

The market continues to be steady to lower this week. Good supplies in the east and the west. Good 

quality is being reported.     

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Grapes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Honeydews 

Eggplant SUPPLY QUALITY 

Good supplies out of the Mid-West and East. Production out of the Southeast and California are light. Ex-

pect volume out of Mexico to be impacted by rain. Demand is low so pricing is still expected to remain 

steady. Good quality out of the West and East.   

Krissy Red Seedless are finishing up this week. Scarlet Royal and Timco are the two varieties mainly ship-

ping now. The Allison variety should be starting in the next two weeks. The market is steady. Prices 

should remain steady for at least two weeks. Currently Autumn Kings are the main green variety being 

harvested right now and into the near future. Autumn Royal will be the black seedless variety for the 

rest of the domestic season.  

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Chervil, lavender, lemon thyme, and tarragon are limited this week due to quality issues or transi-

tioning. All other herbs are expected to remain steady with good quality.   

Honeydew production remains fairly strong in the region with mostly mid to small sizes being available 

due to the cooler weather.  Melons have been mostly clean externally with consistent brix levels in the 

10-12% range.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Herbs 

Supplies out of the West are steady while availability out of the East being tighter. Supplies out of Mexico 

are also expected to tighten due to the tropical storm in the area. Look for the Western market to tighten 

up during the week. Good quality reported out of the West. Quality in the East is fair to good depending 

on growing region. 

Cucumbers SUPPLY QUALITY 
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SUPPLY QUALITY 

Leaf 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Lemons & Limes 

ON THE RADAR: Lighter supplies on iceberg lettuce this week. Quality is being reported as just fair. Some 

growers are seeing some signs of seeders. Lettuce is showing some fringe burn on the outer leaves. Quality 

is hoping to improve when Huron CA starts up next week.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Iceberg 

Good supplies continue on this market. Good quality reported by multiple growers. Expect the market to 

remain steady for the next few weeks.   

Kale 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

The market will be a bit active as growing transitions to Huron and Yuma get ready to begin later this month. 

It's recommended that orders be submitted with extra lead time before the transition begins. Expect the nor-

mal order cuts and loading delays associated with transition.  

ON THE RADAR: LIMES The market remains strong but is starting to ease due to more supplies this week. 

Supplies remain limited on larger fruit. FOBs are lower this week with larger fruit in the $30s. The tropical 

storm that hit Mexico has caused harvesting to slow down. This will cause the market to tighten up going 

into next week.  

LEMONS: The market remains steady on smaller fruit and stronger on large fruit. Domestic large fruit con-

tinues to remain limited but should gradually increase by the middle of this month. Quality is fair to good.    

Tender Leaf 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

ON THE RADAR: Romaine Lettuce: Supplies continue to be light this week. Quality is being reported as 

just fair. Growers are still being challenged with seeder and outer leave fringe burn. Markets are expected 

to be tight for the next few weeks. Romaine Hearts: Supplies are light this week, which might cause the 

market to escalate.  

Green Leaf/ Red Leaf/ Butter (Boston) Lettuce: Good supplies continue on the leaf lettuce this week. 

Quality is being reported as fair. Seeing some fringe burn on the outer leaves due to warmer weather in 

the Salinas Valley. The markets are expected to be steady going into next week.    
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Peppers, Chili SUPPLY QUALITY 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Green and red bell peppers are steady. Yellow peppers continue to be tight. Supplies are available in 

many areas out of the East. MI’s quality has become hit and miss with some decay and coloring but 

there are some new fields that started this week. Other areas are maintaining quality for the most part. 

The Western market is tighter. Product out of Coachella is scheduled to start sometime next week. 

The market remains steady this week. Steady supplies out of the East. MI continues with consistent sup-

plies & GA is starting up. Quality is fair to good depending on growing region. Out to the West, supplies 

are steady, but a tropical storm will affect supplies out of Mexico. CA continues with steady supplies.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Oranges 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Pears 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Peppers, Bell 

Barts are now available with sizes peaking on 100/110/120ct.  California Anjou’s are still available - 

there will be no gap between CA and New Crop. New crop Washington D’Anjou harvesting will begin in 

September. Quality is excellent.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Onions 

The onion market continues to be steady this week. The NW regions continue with consistent supplies with 

good quality. Some growing regions had some rain this week that interrupted the harvest and slowed down 

production. Supplies are steady. Larger size super colossal and colossal yellow onions are light. Red onions 

are also limited. Quality has been good from this region. Expect markets to hold steady through this month.    

The market remains steady to high this week. Small fruit remains limited and expected to remain limited 

until CA navels start up in a few weeks. Larger fruit remains very promotable. Quality is fair to good.     

SUPPLY QUALITY Onions, Green 
Similar to last week; Good supplies continue coming from Mexico this week. Markets are expected to 

remain steady going into next week. Good quality is also being reported at this time.  
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SUPPLY QUALITY Strawberries 

Squash 

OON THE RADAR: The market continues to level out this week. Supplies have improved but rain and cold 

temps have that interrupted the harvest and slowed down production. Large size 40ct & 50ct remain in tight. 

FOBs on large spuds are around $15. #2 grade potatoes remain tight as well. Expect markets to be steady go-

ing into next week.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Potatoes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Tomatoes 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Heat last week in California has impacted production. Volume and quality out of Northern California continues 

to decrease. Volume out of Santa Maria and Oxnard is picking up. The weather is forecasted to improve over 

the weekend as well as next week. This will increase supplies and put some pressure on costing.     

Good supplies of green and yellow squash out of the East and West. Expect prices to move up a bit as crops 

out of the East transition from the normal Summer to Fall production. GA’s fruit has had scuffing on both col-

ors a little bit of decay in the zucchini, so it’s not great so far. Hopefully it will improve as they move past the 

heat and into later plantings. TN quality has been exceptional but there’s not a ton of volume there.     

Growers are reporting tighter supplies out of the East due to rains associated with tropical storms. Good sup-

plies are being reported out of the West as the heat related production increased. This will tighten up the mar-

ket in a week or so as fruit is coming on faster than expected.      

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Pineapples 

Similar to last week;  Availability continues to be good with good quality. Sizing will be trending large for 

the next few weeks. Expect the market to remain steady going into next week.    

SUPPLY QUALITY 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out 

to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish 

version that will be released on Monday. Have a great week!                             

                                                                                                                                  Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Romaine Task force calls for action, further study of outbreak causes 

The final report from the Romaine Task Force, convened in the wake of several outbreaks traced to the lettuce, is far from the final say in 

the matter, with some recommendations for action as soon as December. The task force, established by the United Fresh Produce Associa-

tion and Produce Marketing Association, has outlined a number of steps growers and others in the industry should take, many of them 

focused on water testing and irrigation. The 41-page report also focuses on traceability and the need to improve technology, an issue key 

to the Food and Drug Administration’s New Era of Smarter Food Safety campaign. 

Recommendations in the report include: 

• The California and Arizona Leafy Greens Marketing Agreements should address furrow irrigation and other water applications, urging 
completion of metrics by December; 

• The LGMAs should set guidelines for farm-level verification/validation of required water testing and treatment by December; 

• By Jan. 1, all leafy greens cartons should have a scannable Produce Traceability Initiative label; 

• By next September, companies selling or serving leafy greens to consumers must be able to electronically provide information within 
hours, including the original source; 

• Suppliers should continue to label packaged romaine products with regional harvest information; and 

• Rapid Response Teams must be prepared to engage on produce outbreaks in every state or growing region. 
The task force is also looking beyond the scope of romaine. United Fresh and PMA plan to assemble a diverse group from the supply chain 

to evaluate which aspects of the California and Arizona LGMA water metrics have application for other leafy greens, setting a March dead-

line for recommendations. The task force did not, however, focus on Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) in the vicinity of 

romaine fields. In an outbreak linked to Yuma, Ariz., romaine, inspectors found the same strain of E. coli in an irrigation canal that skirted a 

CAFO. The report notes that the FDA’s Produce Safety Rule puts the onus of ensuring water is safe on the grower. 

“However, many members of the Task Force believe this is a hazard with significant potential to jeopardize the safety of romaine and other 

leafy greens if not managed appropriately,” according to the final report. PMA and United Fresh plan to organize a group of experts and 

industry stakeholders to study CAFOs effects on produce fields, and has set a deadline in March for an action plan that details how 

“credible, data-driven risk assessments should guide the establishment of location-specific distances from CAFOs and other risk-reduction 

interventions.” 

In a joint statement on the final report, Tom Stenzel, president and CEO of United Fresh, and Cathy Burns, PMA CEO, said it’s important 

that the industry and regulatory agencies collaborate and communicate. 

“We’re pleased to say that collaboration is getting better already, but we need to address the systemic barriers between regulatory agen-

cies and industry in order to narrow outbreaks as quickly as possible and prevent overly broad “do not eat” advisories,” they said in the 

statement. It’s also important that investigations uncover the root cause of how a product became contaminated, according to Stenzel and 

Burns. “Moving from one outbreak to the next without deeply understanding what went wrong is a failing strategy, and one our industry 

can no longer afford,” according to their statement. 

Source: https://www.thepacker.com/article/romaine-task-force-calls-action-further-study-outbreak-causes  
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