WEEK 51 : December 20 - December 26, 2021

MARKET OUTLOOK

Regional Weather Update :
Oxnard, CA: Showers and rain most of the week with highs in the mid 50s and
lows in the upper 40s and partly cloudy on Monday.
Salinas, CA: Rain with the highs in the upper 50s and lows in the upper 40s.
Yuma, AZ: Mostly cloudy with highs in the low 70s to upper 60s and lows in
the lows 50s to upper 40s.
Immokalee, FL: Partly cloudy and sunny during the week with some scattered
thunderstorms on Tuesday with highs in the low 80s and upper 70s and lows
in the 60s to upper 50s.
Idaho Falls, ID: Mostly cloudy with snow showers on Wednesday, Saturday
and Sunday with highs in the 30s and lows in the 20s.

Transportation:
National Diesel Average : $3.649 Compared to Last Year: $2.559
Shortages : Seeing high freight rates, with extreme shortages
remain in AZ, CO, ID, MN, ND, OR, & WA; slight shortage in: AZ, CA,
ID, MI, MN, ND & OR
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Asparagus
Broccoli
Brussels Sprouts
Carrots
Corn

Grapes
Lettuce, Romaine
Mushrooms
Onions
Peppers Chili
Potatoes
Strawberries
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Apples

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

West coast new crop apples have finished harvesting and are now in short-term or long-term
storage. Small sizes remain fairly tight. Washington exports a substantial amount to Mexico which
have driven the market up over the last few weeks on many varieties. East coast apples are
available as well. Market price remains firm on small fruit as local schools take most of the volume.

GOOD

Asparagus

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
FAIR

Avocados

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
GOOD

Bananas

Mexican volume continues to decrease weekly due to seasonality on all sizes. This trend should
continue until Northern Caborca starts to cut fern in 10-14 days depending on weather. Volume
from Southern Peru (Ica) and Northern Peru (Trujillo) has leveled off. Lack of airspace and shipping
delays due to the holiday rush has caused the market to jump. Markets are very active on both
coasts.

Avocado markets are again seeing an increase on demand and price. Prices on all 32s, 35s, 40s, 48s
and 60s are higher this week. The industry is harvesting at higher elevations at an earlier than the
historic norms and this will affect the 2022 season with many worries that this early harvest will
increase the late Q2 and Q3 availability and field costs. With Christmas and New Year coming up,
there will be a gap in harvesting. During this time of year, black spotting is prevalent on the
Mexican avocados. It is external only and does not affect the internal quality of the fruit. Quality
on the fruit crossing is good.

SUPPLY
GOOD

Banana quality and availability are good at this point, however the cost to get said bananas is up.

QUALITY
GOOD

Berries

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY
GOOD

Blackberries: Prices for Blackberries are trending down this week. Growers are reporting
good supplies. Production is coming out of California and Mexico. The bulk of the volume
for Blackberries is coming out of Mexico.
Blueberries: Prices for Blueberries are trending up this week. Growers are currently
reporting tight supplies associated with weather issues, shipping delays and pre-holiday
demands.
Raspberries: Prices for Raspberries are stable this week. Growers are expecting tighter
supplies around the holiday's. Currently product is coming out of Mexico and California.
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SUPPLY

Beans Green

GOOD
QUALITY
GOOD

Volume and quality remain good this week from Georgia and Northern Florida. Quality has
improved since last week. Supplies continued to be steady out of Nogales and Mexico and is
expected to continued through December.

SUPPLY

Broccoli

FAIR
QUALITY

Supplies continue to improve this week. Most growers are reporting better yields equals to
better supplies available. Market pricing is also improving. Growers are expecting for supplies
to be steady for few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $20.01 - $21.01)

GOOD

SUPPLY

Brussels Sprouts

SHORT
QUALITY

Supplies will continue to be short this week. Growers are reporting some quality issues at
harvest level. Supplies are expected to be limited for another week. Growers expect better
availability in a few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $36.85 - $37.00)

FAIR

SUPPLY

Carrots

POOR
QUALITY

Suppliers are getting some very poor yields on baby peeled carrots. With high demand and low
supplies during the holiday, product are expected to be prorated until mid January.

GOOD

Cantaloupes

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
GOOD

Cauliflower

Production continues to stay strong. Guatemala supplies will begin to taper off as we head into
the Christmas holiday. With the increased in supplies, pricing is anticipating to remain
consistent through next week. There is a nice spread of sizing with jumbo fruit through 15s
being available. Melons are firm to hard with good shell color. Quality remains outstanding
with brix levels consistently and the flavor profile continues to be outstanding.

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Supplies continue to be steady this week. Overall quality is reported as good, growers are
reporting good yields at the time of harvest. Supplies are expected to be steady for a few
weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $11.45 - $12.21)

GOOD

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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Celery

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
GOOD

Citrus

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY
FAIR

Supplies are steady this week. Demand has slowed down, supplies have also slowed down. We
are waiting for the new Crop out of Yuma. New region is not expected to be available until the
end of the month. Current harvest is coming from Oxnard CA and Santa Maria CA. (F.O.B pricing
for this week $13.75 - $14.05)

Limes: Market remains somewhat steady as overall availability and movement has slowed due
to seasonality trends. Volume will decrease towards the end of December as the new
production cycle start. Growing conditions have demonstrated sufficient rain, however,
temperatures lack the heat to promote accelerated growth. Peak sizing will consist of
predominately 230’s & 250’s, with low yields represented on large fruit comes the second or
third week of December.
Lemons: Volume is declining as some operation have ended production for the season. Crop is
yielding a greater production of choice-grade fruit than fancy, so a more-defined pricing spread
over the coming week will be expected. Currently peaking on 115’s, with low volume present on
235/200/165’s. Suggest altering the spec to complement crop trends. Season is expected to end
the first or second week of January, with supplies and availability dwindling down until then.
Oranges: California navels are going pretty steady. The crop is currently peaking good range of
sizes but large are a little tight. Quality is excellent with high brix. The overall market has been to
the normal side vs previous years.

SUPPLY

Corn

FAIR
QUALITY
FAIR

Cucumbers

Prices for Corn is trending down this week but it's still elevated. Corn is still tight out of the East
and West. Production out of Florida and Mexico is gradually picking up. That should help
continue to bring prices down a bit. Demands will pick up a little around Christmas and New
Years. Growers are suggesting that orders be book with extra loading lead times.

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Prices for Slicing Cucumbers are trending down this week. Production is coming out of Mexico
through Nogales and McAllen as well as Florida. Product from Honduras is starting to arrive in
South Florida too.

GOOD

Eggplant

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Prices for Eggplants are trending down this week. Supplies are good out of Florida and Mexico.
Growers are reporting good quality. Expect the market to tighten up a bit around the holidays.

GOOD

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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Grapes

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

Domestic season ending and imports from Chile and Peru - although on its way, good volume
won’t be here on time. With the holidays coming, the market will be in a demand exceeds
supply for a couple of weeks. We will experience sizes to be short and prices to escalate till
imports arrive in full.

GOOD

Honeydews

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY
FAIR

Offshore honeydew are very limited in the West and Texas with some light supplies in the East.
Production continues to remains limited with demand exceeding supply. The majority of what is
being harvested are mostly jumbos with light supplies on small sizes. Flexibility of sizing may be
required at time of loading.

SUPPLY

Iceberg

GOOD
QUALITY

Supplies continue to improve this week. Market pricing has also improved. Quality and Weights
continue to be good this week. Growers are expecting for steady supplies the next few weeks.
(F.O.B pricing for this week $10.50 - $11.50)

GOOD

Leaf

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
FAIR

Romaine: Supplies continue to improve this week. Market pricing continues to improve. Overall
quality is only fair at this time. Weights will be on the lighter side until supplies improve. Growers
are expecting better supplies in the upcoming weeks. (Romaine pricing for this week $17.56$18.15) (Romaine Hearts pricing for this week $19.53 - $21.08)
Green & Red Leaf Lettuce: Supplies are much better this week on Green Leaf. Growers are
reporting good yields at the time of harvest. Market pricing has also improved. Quality is only fair
as the Green Leaf will be light in weight this week. Supplies will continue to improve and remain
steady for a few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $10.15 - $11.75)
Tender Leaf: Supplies continue to be good this week. Demand is good on tender leaf, quality is
very good. Supplies should remain steady for a few weeks. (F.O.B pricing for this week $4.65 $4.75)

Mushrooms

SUPPLY
SHORT
QUALITY
FAIR

Shitake Mushrooms: Due to uncontrollable rise in cost of imported Shitake logs from China.
Shitake mushrooms supplies will be short, prices will be changing almost weekly. Long delays to
unload shipments at the ports have caused some interruptions with supplies. This is caused by
labor shortage and limited freight availability.
The mushroom industry continues with a shortage of labor, as well as cost inflation increases in
raw materials. Specifically corrugated cardboard and packaging materials. Additionally, the price
increases in freights nationally have greatly impacted cost to mushroom growers. Pricing on
mushrooms must increase at this time due to Labor, Transportation, and packaging.

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699

December 17, 2021 | Page 5

MARKET OUTLOOK
SUPPLY

Onions

FAIR
QUALITY
GOOD

No change from last week. Markets remain close to the exact same, seeing strong demand and
decent quality but yield and supply remain quite short and are of extreme concern for the rest of
the season. Due to the recorded hot summer, poor air quality from ash and smoke from the
wilderness fires in Oregon and California has left an unhealthy haze over the region which
harmed plant growth. Due to the weather related and uncontrollable factors, this has caused a
crop reduction.

SUPPLY

Onions Green

GOOD
QUALITY

Supplies continue to improve this week. Market pricing has also improved. Quality continues to
be good this week. Supplies are expected to continue improving going into next week. (F.O.B
pricing for this week $13.35 - $14.55)

GOOD

Pears

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

This year’s pear crop was down significantly, with mostly larger fruit available. Growers are
trying to drag out supplies as best as possible until new crop starts next August .

FAIR

Peppers Bell

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY
GOOD

Prices for Green and Red Peppers are trending down this week. Prices for Yellow Peppers are
trending up. Production is currently coming out of Mexico and Florida. Supplies are tighter on
Yellow Peppers as the season ends out of Canada. Growers are reporting good volumes for
Green Peppers.

SUPPLY

Peppers Chili

FAIR
QUALITY

Prices for Chili Peppers are trending down this week. Poblano Pepper prices is still elevated.
Supplies for all other varieties are increasing out of Florida and Mexico. Growers are reporting
improving quality too.

FAIR

Pineapples

SUPPLY
FAIR
QUALITY

While Pineapple volume is where we would like it to be this time of year, we are experiencing a
higher cost to go to market. Quality and taste profile are great.

GOOD

www.nproduce.com (800) 213-6699
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SUPPLY

Potatoes

FAIR
QUALITY
GOOD

Squash

No change from last week. Markets remain close to the exact same, seeing strong demand and
decent quality but yield and supply remain quite short and are of extreme concern for the rest of
the season. Temperatures are dropping as we get into winter so will need to keep a close eye on
loadings if things get below 15° F or snow accumulation gets bad. Additionally with the upcoming
holidays trucking schedules could become increasingly staggered and we are staying ahead of this
to mitigate any delays. FOBs remain around $13-16.

SUPPLY
GOOD
QUALITY

Prices for Yellow Squash are trending down this week. Prices for Green Squash is trending up.
Prices for Green and Yellow Squash remain a value and are at the lower end of the price range.
Production is coming out of Florida and Mexico.

GOOD

SUPPLY

Strawberries

FAIR
QUALITY

Prices for Strawberries are trending down this week but they're still elevated. Supplies remain
tight too. Production is coming out of Oxnard, Coachella,, Mexico and Florida. Volumes are picking
up but supplies are expected to remain tight throughout the holidays.

FAIR

SUPPLY

Tomatoes

GOOD
QUALITY

Prices for Tomatoes are trending down this week. Growers are reporting good supplies and
quality for product out of Florida. Good weather has been a factor too. Supplies are expected to
be stable through the holiday. Volumes out of Mexico is picking up. Volumes will continue to
increase as we move forward.

GOOD
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Florida orange crop shrinks slightly
By TOM KARST December 10, 2021
“Florida’s 2021/22 orange crop shrunk by 2% in the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s December crop
production forecast, compared with the October estimate.
The USDA’s Florida all orange forecast of 46 million boxes is off 2% from the previous forecast and down 13%
from last season's final utilization.
Florida’s early, midseason, and navel varieties are forecast at 18 million boxes, down 5% from the previous
forecast and down 21% from last season's final utilization. The Florida valencia orange forecast, at 28 million
boxes is unchanged from the previous forecast but down 7% from last season's final utilization.
The USDA left California and Texas orange production forecasts unchanged from the October forecast.
“(The) forecast underscores why support from leadership and policymakers is so important,” said Shannon
Shepp, executive director of the Florida Department of Citrus in a news release. “This is an industry that
continues to fight and remains a vital component of the state’s economy. We are grateful Gov. DeSantis
recognizes this and has included support for the Florida citrus industry in his budget proposal.”

Forecast
The U.S. all orange forecast for the 2021-2022 season is 3.83 million tons, down 1% from the previous forecast
and down 13% from the 2020-2021 final utilization.
December’s U.S. 2021/22 grapefruit crop forecast is 454,000 tons, up 3% from the previous forecast and up 7%
from last season's final utilization.
The Florida grapefruit forecast, 174,000 tons, is up 8% from previous forecast but unchanged from the last
season. California and Texas grapefruit production forecasts were carried forward from the previous forecast.
The crop forecast for U.S. tangerine and mandarin crop is 883,000 tons, unchanged from the previous forecast
but down 24% from the last season's final utilization. The USDA said Florida tangerine and mandarin forecast, at
43,000 tons, is unchanged from the previous forecast but up 1% from last year. The California tangerine and
mandarin forecast was carried forward from the previous forecast, the agency said.”
https://www.thepacker.com/news/produce-crops/florida-orange-crop-shrinks-slightly
If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out to
dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish version that will
be released on Monday. Have a great week!
Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff
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