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Yuma—  Showers on Monday Feb. 10th with sun the remainder of the 

week.  Highs in the lower 70s and lows in the upper 40s.  Mexico 

(Culiacan)— Showers early next week with partly cloudy days following.  

Highs in the low 80s and lows in the low 50s.  Florida, Southern— Partly 

cloudy forecast all week with possible showers late in the week.  Highs in 

the mid 80s and lows in the mid 60s.  Oxnard— Rain on the forecast for 

Sunday Feb. 9th.  Sunny and partly cloudy the rest of the week with highs 

in the mid 60s and lows in the upper 40s.  Santa Maria— No forecasted 

rain all week and primarily sunny/partly cloudy days with highs in the up-

per 60s and lows in the lower 40s.  Salinas— Sunny/partly cloudy week 

with highs in the mid 60s and lows in the lower 40s.   

The National Diesel Average has been recorded at $2.956, down 

$0.054 a gal from last week and down $0.01 gal from last year. NPC 

continues to monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well 

as reported truckload freight rates on a weekly basis. Transportation 

continues to work through its most significant structural changes in 

years in regards to new laws and regulations stressing available 

truck volume and controlling drivers. Trucks have loosened up 

across the country but still have slight shortages in the following 

regions:  Pac North West and Central/South Florida. 

Follow us on Facebook! 
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ON THE RADAR—The Peru season is coming to a close and the Mexico markets are starting up.  The market 
remains tight and we anticipate this trend to continue for a couple weeks until Mexico is fully firing.  No pro-
rates at this time but markets will remain up until Mexico is in full swing.  Mexico has had colder weather but 
it has not affected the little supply that is currently coming from that region. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Asparagus 

Avocados 
Markets are stable and supplies are plentiful after the Superbowl.  The CA market has began but is only 
supplying a small percentage of the industry.  The supply will continue to increase as we move through 
February and  continue through Spring.  Mexico is still the main supplier with about 90% of the market.  
Overall flavor and quality has been solid.   

Berries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Blackberries– : Seeing decent supply still but the market is following trend with the other berries and slightly in-
creasing.  Expect for this to be the most promotable berry for the next couple of weeks.   

Blueberries: Was the most promotable berry up until this week.  The market is becoming more snug and supply is 
not quite as plentiful.  The product is coming from Chile and pint size clamshells will end early this year due to less 
supply.  Inbound pint production is down about 60 percent showing import product is much lower than nor-
mal.  Chile will continue through March.  

Raspberries: Market has become very tight.  Supply has dropped dramatically pushing pricing up.  This is expected 
to last at least two weeks.  A lot of supply will be coming from the Central Mexico growing region which took a 
huge hit like the strawberry market did this week with cold weather and rain.  Expect demand to decrease with 
Valentines Day pulls ending next Wed providing a small release in the market leading into the week of Feb 17th.  

Supplies are holding steady and production has been good. The sprouts have had a great couple 
months but the supply is beginning to turn downwards as northern production areas have ended.  
MX has begun and we anticipate a more active market while it ramps up.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Brussels Sprouts 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Broccoli 
SUPPLY 

Supplies continue to be above normal for the week. Warmer weather is providing  better yields at har-
vest.  Good quality is being reported by multiple growers. 

QUALITY 

Cabbage 
Both colors have rebounded some this week.  We anticipate seeing some improvements 
continue over the weekend and leading into next week. 

QUALITY SUPPLY 
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Import programs have continued to show good sizing and quality remains very consistent with solid brix 
levels and good supply.  Sizing has remained on the larger size and is projected to remain that way for the 
coming weeks.  Supply has shifted to Costa Rican imports.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Cantaloupes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Celery 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Corn 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Supplies continue to improve this week and the market is not escalated this week. Growers are 
getting better yields at the time of harvest.  Improved weather is the main contributor for improved 
supplies. Good quality is been reported by multiple growers. 

Supplies continue to be very good with supplies coming from Yuma, AZ and Mexico. Growers are not re-
porting any quality concerns.  Contract prices are not escalated at this time and markets are expected to be 
steady for the next few weeks. 

Production is lower this week out of Florida. Rain and cool weather are the main factor on availability. 
Cost are trending up this week.  

Cauliflower 

The cucumber market is tightening up this week. Growers out of Mexico reported freezing weather and 
rain earlier this week. Florida has been hit with rain and high winds. Expect tight supplies and higher cost 
for the next week to 10 days.  

Cucumbers SUPPLY QUALITY 

Eggplant SUPPLY QUALITY 

Production on eggplants will be down due to rains in Mexico and Florida. Costing is expected to work up a 
bit but the low demand for this item will help keep prices in check.  

ON THE RADAR—Jumbo carrots have continued to be tight nationwide.  Overall sizing has slowed 

leaving supply somewhat limited due to colder weather.  We will keep a close eye on how supply 

progresses in the coming weeks.   

SUPPLY 
Carrots 

QUALITY 
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Leaf 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Honeydews 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Supplies are above normal this week. Warm weather is providing better yields at the time of harvest and 
overall quality has been solid.  Promotable item as we expect good supply for the foreseeable near future.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Iceberg 

Import programs have continued to show good sizing and quality remains very consistent with solid brix 
levels and good supply.  Sizing has remained on the larger size and is projected to remain that way for 
the coming weeks.  Supply has shifted to Costa Rican imports.   

Romaine: Supplies continue to be above normal for this week. Growers are reporting very good supplies 
at the time of harvest.  Overall good quality and weights on romaine. 

Green Leaf/ Red Leaf/ Butter (Boston) Lettuce: Markets are recovering on both colors.  Colder weather 

held back supply but is now opening up.  We anticipate this category to continue to improve into next 

week as warmer weather is on the forecast. 

Supplies for Tender Green lettuces picked up this week due to favorable weather. Quality has improved as 
well. Processors have moved from elevated to normal pricing for all items this week.   

Tender Leaf (Arugula) SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Grapes ON THE RADAR—Peruvian Red Seedless—The market is up on import product and Peru has slowed Red 
Grape exports.  Chile has still struggled to provide supply keeping markets up.  Peru Green Seedless—
Some Sweet Globes/Ivory/Thompson are available but overall supply is limited.  Sugarones are also avail-
able and helping out with overall demand.     

Chinese Garlic 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

Chinese garlic is on alert due to Coronavirus affecting labor and also ports allowing product out of 
China.  We anticipate this to remain and also continue to add pressure on garlic prices until the virus is 
contained.   
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Oranges 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Onions Overall the onion market has softened up since last week.  As we move into February, we have seen a 
slight decrease in FOB’s across the board.  More domestic crop is available in the market as MX product 
has just began.  MX has started slowly but the additional product South of the border limits the exports 
leaving US.  We anticipate this to hold moving through the next couple of weeks. 

The CA and FL orange markets are in solid supply and in good quality across the board.  The choice mar-
ket has been hovering around the low to mid teens and fancy market stronger on larger fruit.  Better 
prices in the low teens on small fruit.  No signs of immediate change in the orange market in the upcom-
ing weeks.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Onions, Green 

Supplies are almost back to normal. Growers are receiving better supplies from growers in Mexico. 
Weather is helping this market get back to normal.  Contract prices are back to normal and are not es-
calated.  Supplies are expected to remain steady for the next few weeks. 

The bell pepper market is tightening up this week. Growers out of Mexico reported freezing weather and 
rain earlier this week. Florida has been hit with rain and high winds. Expect tight supplies and higher cost 
for the next week to 10 days.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Peppers, Bell 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

The chili pepper market is steady this week.  Jalapeno, poblano peppers, and tomatillos are in good sup-
ply with good quality.  Overall good demand and good quality. Expect the markets to remain steady into 
next week.   

Peppers, Chili 

Pineapples 

Limited sizing on larger fruit and suppliers are asking to potentially be flexible where possible on sizing 

to help with filling orders and avoid supply issues.  Sizing has been heavier on 7/8s and limited on 5/6s.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY Lemons & Limes 

LIMES: There has been a surplus of supply crossing the border and the sizing has been well balanced and 
distributed.  This has kept markets low and FOB’s have been in the mid teen range.  We will closely monitor 
this as it’s lower than usual for a January trend.   

LEMONS: Lemon supply and quality continue to be flush with heavy supply. Very little fluctuation from last 
week with FOB pricing out of CA and AZ markets.  The season continues to be strong and the price gap be-
tween choice and fancy is small.   
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Strawberries 

Squash 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Tomatoes 

Each berry growing region has felt some pressure over the past few days which has put a ton of pressure on 

the berry market.  With holiday pulls currently happening, the timing has been troublesome.  Unfortunately 

weather hit each region during a couple day period that is most important for harvest conditions leading into 

a holiday pull.  Mexico experienced wet conditions mixed with very cold temperatures.  California experi-

enced a two day period of near freezing temperatures.  Florida experienced wet and cold temperatures as 

well last week.  All of this in combination limited supply and spiked the market.   

Temperatures are expected to improve leading into next week but the market will remain on ALERT due to 

lacking supply and higher activity.   

Freezing temperatures and rain have impacted the squash out of Mexico. Production for squash out of Florida 
has been impacted by rains and winds. Look for the market to work upwards. Growers are reporting quality 
issues from the rain and wind as well.  

ON THE RADAR—The Tomato market seems to be turning up a bit this week. Mexico experienced multiple 

days of rain. Growers are also noting that they are feeling the effects of freezing weather from Wednesday. 

With that said, weather has brought production to a halt. On top of that, there was a holiday in Mexico on 

Monday. Production was very limited on Monday too.   

Domestic  tomato supplies out of Florida remain tight and haven’t ever fully recovered from the colder than 

normal temperatures along with rain last month. Growers out in Florida estimate that supplies will be tight on 

domestic product until the end of February. Mexican growers are expecting supplies to be tight now through 

the front side of next week. Recovery will depend on how long the freezing temperatures in Mexico last.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

EXTREME ALERT: The potato market remains in an extreme state with quality and supply continuing to strug-

gle.  Still seeing quality concerns in certain areas based on conditions during harvest. Open market availability 

is scarce.  We have a long road to go this season and are still battling supply issues due to lack of overall sup-

ply in the marketplace.  We recommend flexibility on sizing to get through this extreme situation and we will 

keep you updated on this unprecedented market.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Potatoes 
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out 

to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish 

version that will be released on Monday. Have a great week!                             

                                                                                                                                  Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

         China’s produce imports and exports hurt by Coronavirus 

““This time of year - post the Lunar New Year holiday - Vanguard International is typically engaged in both exports of 
produce from China as well as imports into the country. “For us, China is an important export destination as well as 
source of produce to supply our many global customers,” says Craig Stauffer, CEO of Vanguard International. With its 
Shanghai office established back in 2002, China is an important piece of the company’s global business. 

China’s export production at standstill 
As a result of the Coronavirus outbreak, many local Chinese provincial governments are not allowing people back to work 
until February 10 and some provinces close to Hubei province, have extended this period to February 17. “This means 
that packing houses in fruit origins like Shandong, Shaanxi, and Fujian are not fully staffed to operate,” said Stauffer. 
“Therefore, China’s export production is almost at a standstill.” Many provinces have local policies in place that do not 
allow empty container transportation to enter from external provinces in order to load the fruit for exporting. These re-
strictions have created numerous challenges for Vanguard’s Chinese grower/packer partners to make vessel loading 
dates and it is resulting in a delay of many shipments. 

Fuji apple is impacted 
One of the fruit varieties that is negatively impacted by the Coronavirus is the Fuji apple. Chinese growers and packers 
are experiencing high pressure as a result of domestic supply outpacing domestic demand. This coupled with their inabil-
ity to get fruit to the ports for export is putting pressure on growers. Since the fruit can’t be transported, people are 
choosing to spend their money on vegetables, staple grocery items, and masks. In the short-term, it is expected to result 
in downward pressure on selling prices. 

Optimism for improvement 
Vanguard’s customers are hopeful the situation will improve when people return back to work on February 10. “The situ-
ation is delicate for highly perishable commodities such as berries and cherries since they have a short shelf life,” 
Stauffer mentioned. “Grapes, citrus, and apples on the other hand, can be kept in cold storage for better market selling.” 
Potentially, there are actions, such as reducing the VAT tax, that would have a positive impact on China’s import volumes 
and prices. All in all, there is cautious optimism for the market to improve both in volumes and pricing in mid to late Feb-
ruary. 

To control the Coronavirus outbreak, a continuation of policies is expected to be announced. “It is not unusual for global 
markets to be reviewing food safety elements from all countries of origin. Of course, those discussions will include au-
diting food safety of fresh produce from China.” There may also be an increased pressure on Chinese packers to focus 
intensely on their food safety and apply for certificates, such as Global GAP for their registered packing houses. 

“Our main priority will always be the wellbeing of our Vanguard teammates who live and work in China, and our Chinese 
growers and customers. We are following all recommendations and guidelines provided by the Chinese government to 
ensure their safety,” finished Stauffer.” 

Fresh Plaza: February 7th, 2020 
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