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A lot of activity in multiple markets heading into the next few weeks.  There were three days of rain
in Yuma over the past week leading to a delay on harvest and slower loading out of Yuma.  The

Yuma forecast is better which should help to finish out a successful year in that area. Look for wet
veg items to begin transitioning north in the next couple weeks depending on the item.  The
Southern and Central California growing regions are looking at a full week of rain which could

impact markets for a few weeks.  Finally, although tomato markets have leveled off, the FL and MX
vegetable markets are still taking a toll due to previous months of heavy weather conditions.  
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Yuma, AZ
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Mid 50s

Mid 70s

Low 80s

Mid 50s

Regional Weather Forecast

Sunny and partly cloud week with possible rain
on Wednesday.  Mid 70s

Possible throughout the week mixed with a
partly cloudy/sunny rest of the week.

Culiacan 
Sinaloa, MX

Plant City, FL No precipitation on the forecast.  Sunny and partly
cloudy days.  Mid 50s

Oxnard, CA

Salinas, CA

Cloudy and partly cloudy days with no rain on
the forecast.  Upper 50sUpper 80s

Idaho Falls, ID

Regional Transportation Report
National Diesel Average: $2.814(wk 11)
                                 2019 : $3.079(wk 11)
NPC continues to monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well as

reported truckload freight rates on a weekly basis. Transportation continues to
work through its most significant structural changes in years in regards to new
laws and regulations stressing available truck volume and controlling drivers.

Regions with shortages: Only market showing slight shortage is Mexico
crossing through Texas.  
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Low 60s Mid 40s
Rain over the weekend and Mon-Wed.  Also rain
forecast for Saturday and Sunday of the following
week.  .

Mid 40s

Upper  80s

Rain to start the week and over next weekend.  Low 60s

Mid 40s



Weekly Market Changes

Asparagus

Avocados

Mexico grass is currently available and in full swing.  Markets are at the bottom and product is in
volume.  Historically price will come down until the mid/late March and then will work it's way

back up into April.  Asparagus FOB continues to be below the $10 mark.

 

 Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

 Quality: GOOD Supply: FAIR
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There has been additional release from last weeks "on the radar" situation.  Supply of product
crossing the border has increased and this has allowed some market pressure to release.  We

dont anticipate any major issues in the coming weeks.

Bananas
Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Overall there hasn't been much fluctuation in the banana market.  Supply and quality have
been good and freight costs have been level leaving the banana industry quite stable.

Berries, Mixed

 

Quality: GOOD Supply:

The three mixed berries are all currently in a decent spot.  Blueberries were running
limited the past few weeks but have found some volume with MX supply helping. 

 Blackberries and raspberries are headed into volume quantities as we make our way
into April.  Look for promotional opportunities on Raspberries.   

Supplies are good this week.  Broccoli is winding down in the Yuma, AZ area and moving
back to Salinas, CA.  Most growers are still loading in Yuma this coming week.

Broccoli  Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Brussels Sprouts
Supplies are holding steady and production has been good.  Overall supply is

solid and markets are down but creeping back up with some insect damage and
discoloration showing.  

Quality: Supply: GOOD

GOOD

FAIR



Weekly Market Changes

Carrots

Cauliflower

ON THE RADAR—Jumbo carrots have continued to be tight nationwide.  Overall sizing
has slowed leaving supply somewhat limited due to colder weather.  We will keep a close

eye on how supply progresses in the coming weeks.

Supplies are extremely short this week. Cauliflower/florets are winding down in
Yuma, AZ and moving back up to Salinas, CA.  Growers will be holding all

distributors to weekly loading averages.

Quality: GOOD Supply: FAIR

Quality: GOOD Supply:

Cantaloupe
The larger fruit trend appears to be continuing on into March as there has been more 6J and

larger size fruit on the market.  The sizing disparity will put a premium on smaller fruit; however,
there still appears to be a solid amount of product available heading into Mid March.  Expecting

markets to continue to creep up and become more active in the upcoming weeks.

Quality: GOOD Supply:

Celery
Supplies continue to be very good. Product is coming from Yuma, AZ and Mexico. Celery

harvest will be delayed due to the rain in Yuma and could push markets up slightly.

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD
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Corn
Corn prices are very reasonable right now and the quality is outstanding. Production out of

Homestead, FL is just about done and will be moving to Belle Glade, FL.  Looking for prices to
inch over the next few weeks as Belle Glade finishes and Homestead ramps up.

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Cucumbers
Supply for cucumbers is still tight. The Mexican crop was impacted by bad weather in

December through early February. Production out of Mexico seems to be picking up but
not enough to take pressure off the market. Production out of Florida has started and will

continue to ramp up in the weeks to come. 

Quality: BAD Supply: BAD

Eggplant

The Eggplant market is facing much of the same weather related challenges as Cucumbers,
Peppers and Squash. The market seems to have stabilized at elevated levels. 

Quality: FAIR Supply: FAIR

ALERT

ALERT
FAIR

FAIR
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Weekly Market Changes

Grapes
We have seen some better volume arriving this last week on the Peruvian/Chilean fruit.  The overall
quality has been good and mostly larger fruit arriving as the new varieties arriving and Flames are

finished. We will see good volumes for the next 3-4 weeks on both colors. Greens will start to really
strengthen in the next 2-3 weeks as harvests are ahead of schedule.  The reds will start to really get

strong by the end of March and we will see things get very tight after that until Mexico begins the
second week of of May.

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Honeydew Sizing has been on the larger end like cantaloupe, but overall supply for honeydew's are
not at the same levels that loupes are in.  Honduras and Costa Rica have both

decreased harvests at the end of their season and it has generated a decrease in supply.  
Expect some pressure on honeydew pricing in the coming weeks.

Quality: Supply: FAIR

Iceberg
Supply on Iceberg continue to be good.  Lettuce harvest will be delayed for loading due
to the rain over the past three days in Yuma.  Expect Trucks to wait longer due to rains.

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Chinese Garlic Chinese garlic is on alert due to Coronavirus affecting labor and also ports allowing
product out of China.  We anticipate this to remain and also continue to add pressure on
garlic prices until the virus is contained.  The overall outlook continues to look worse as

more and more time passes and import product is cut short.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: BAD

ALERT

Red and Green Leaf
Supply and quality have been good on both colors.  Due to rain out of Yuma over the
past few days, there were slow downs on harvest and production/pack-outs should

continue to be slightly delayed.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Tender Leaf
 Growers aren’t reporting any issues on supply and quality has been fine.  Look for this

to continue for a few weeks.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Romaine Leaf
Supplies are steady at this time. Romaine harvest will be delayed for loading due to rain.

Expect trucks to wait longer for product coming from Yuma.

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

FAIR



 

 

Weekly Market Changes
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Limes
There was a surplus of supply crossing the border up until this week, and after a period of

abnormally high supply for this time of year, we are beginning to see the FOB's creep back up
to normal range.  USDA has smaller fruit in the low teens and larger fruit in the $9-10 range.   

Onions
Not alot of movement in either direction in the past week.    We are seeing Super

Colossal FOB in the $8.50-10 range while mediums are in the $5-6 range.  Red Jumbos
are sitting at about the $7-7.50 range.  We don't anticipate a huge swing either way in

the coming weeks.

Lemons
Central CA is the heavy growing area currently and supply is looking solid through mid-May.  Fruit

is on the larger size but the overall sizing balance is stable.  Markets will regularly lean towards
smaller fruit so there should be a slight increase in 165/200ct as we reach April.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Green Onions
Good quality and good yields reported by multiple growers.  Prices are back to

normal and not escalated.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

Peppers, Bell
Green Peppers are tight due to the bad weather in Florida and Mexico earlier this year. Growers are
reporting bloom drop challenges in both growing regions. Weather related quality challenges are a
factor too. The current situation isn't expected to improve that much during the next couple weeks.

The Red and Yellow Pepper market is in much better shape. At the same time, expect the Green
Pepper market to put some pressure on the Yellow and Red peppers. 

Quality: GOOD Supply:

Pineapple
Limited sizing on larger fruit and suppliers are asking to potentially be flexible where
possible on sizing to help with filling orders and avoid supply issues.  Sizing has been

heavier on 7/8s and limited on 5/6s.

Quality: GOOD Supply: FAIR

Oranges
Quality and flavor are excellent.  Heading into March, there will be a surplus of

larger fruit (56/72's) which will leave less availability of 88/113's.  This will likely lead
to a small increase in price on the smaller sized fruit.  If lack of smaller fruit

continues into April, Valencia's will then pick up the slack.  

Quality: GOOD Supply: GOOD

ALERT
FAIR



 

Weekly Market Changes
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Potatoes
The potato market remains in an extreme state with quality and supply continuing to struggle. 
Still seeing quality concerns in certain areas based on conditions during harvest. Open market
availability is scarce.  We have a long road to go this season and are still battling supply issues

due to lack of overall supply in the marketplace.  We recommend flexibility on sizing to get
through this extreme situation and we will keep you updated on this unprecedented market.

Quality: FAIR Supply: BAD

Summer Squash
The Green and Yellow Squash market is still extremely tight right now. Crops out of Mexico and

Florida were impacted by bad weather December through early February. Growers are
reporting challenges with bloom drop along with scaring from wind and rains. Growers are
reporting challenges with quality due to weather.  Suppliers out of Nogales and McAllen are

reporting that product is in short supply. 

Quality: BAD Supply: BAD

Strawberries
Most of the strawberry growers bracing for a very difficult next couple of weeks.  There will be a

limits on harvest time due to flooding and also a slowing of berry growth due to colder
temperatures.  Florida is about done so the volume that could help recover is not as available

at this point.  Florida FOB is still running a bit cheaper than CA but that will likely even out or flip
as FL continues to lose volume.  Growers are emphasizing that orders need to placed multiple

days in advance due to rain in CA and uncertainty with volumein the coming few weeks.  

Quality: BAD Supply: BAD

Tomatoes
Tomato prices are closer to normal levels right now. Weather related quality challenges is the

biggest factor at this time.    *** Inspections for Tomatoes out of Mexico ramp up to 100% the first
week or April. Shippers are concerned that the USDA could run into delays inspecting tomatoes

with the increased work load.

Quality: FAIR Supply:

ALERT

ALERT

FAIR

Tomatillos
Tomatillo market is on alert due to very limited supply out of Mexico.  There has been excessive
rain and weather in tomatillo growing regions.  We anticipate this to have an affect on the supply

for a few weeks and anticipate escalated and limited markets during that time.

Quality: BAD Supply:

ALERT

BAD

ALERT



"More than 100 industry members responded March 12-13 to a Packer survey about how coronavirus
COVID-19 is affecting their business, and 86% reported some effect or a significant effect.Sixty-two percent
reported some effect, while another 24% called it a significant effect. Less than 14% said it is business as
usual.
 
The most frequently cited issue is lots of conversations and contingency planning that take time away from
the day-to-day operations — half of those who responded to the question name that as the way in which
the pandemic is affecting their business most.Two more challenges, each selected by 10 or more industry
members, are logistical complications and making sure the labor force in the field, in the packinghouse or
in the store is safe and available to work. Several people also noted issues with getting equipment, inputs
and other material from overseas for harvesting, planting and other activities.
 
Here were other issues mentioned by respondents. Those in foodservice in particular reported difficulties
regarding the closing of schools and uncertainty for restaurants.
 
“As a wholesaler, orders are down. Restaurants are cutting back and/or canceling.”
“Buyers are reducing order due to being nervous about future retail sales.”
“Canceled customer meetings.”
“Consumer confusion and perhaps not buying fresh produce. Uncertain short-term future. Canceled
events.”
“Foodservice volumes are down as a result of the schools closing.”
“In a positive manner. INCREASED RETAIL SALES!”
“Sales reduction in Asia.”
“Store very busy.”
“Increased sales and purchases.”
 
In an industry with lots of travel, 66% of respondents said they have had to change travel plans, while
another 15% said the topic is being discussed. Thirty-eight percent said their company has canceled
events, while another 18% said cancellations are being discussed.
 
Most companies are not — at this point — asking people to work from home, with only 16% saying this has
happened at their place of business. However, another 40% say that having employees work from home is
being discussed."

Industry Report
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If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach out to
dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Spanish version that
will be released on Monday. Have a great week!                            

                                                                                                                                    Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff

How the coronavirus is affecting the produce industry
The Packer: March 13, 2020


