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Salinas - Partly cloudy to sunny for the upcoming week with highs in 

the 60s & 70s and lows in the 50s. Oxnard -  Mostly  sunny for the up-

coming week with highs in the 70s and lows in the 60s. Mexico 

(Culiacan)- Partly cloudy with thunderstorms for the next seven days; 

highs in the 90s and lows in the 70s. Florida, Southern– Storms fill the 

forecast with highs in the 90s and lows in the 70s.  Idaho - Mostly sun-

ny for the upcoming week; highs in the 80s and lows in the 40s.   

The National Diesel Average has been recorded at $3.226 up $0.019 a 

gal from last week and up $0.695 gal from last year. NPC continues to 

monitor and track diesel fuel averages by state as well as reported 

truckload freight rates on a weekly basis. Transportation continues to 

work through its most significant structural changes in years in re-

gards to new laws and regulations stressing available truck volume 

and controlling drivers. Trucks are pretty tight in MO & IL with a con-

sistent slight shortage across the rest of the country.  

 

 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

Lemons 

Oranges 

Cucumbers 

Green Onions 

Cilantro 

Green Cabbage 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nationalproduceconsultants
http://www.nproduce.com/
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Red delicious, once the shining example of how an apple should look, most likely will lose its No. 1 spot as 
the most-produced U.S. apple, to the gala variety. Actual production figures will wait until the fall’s harvest is 
over, but at the U.S. Apple Association Annual Crop Outlook and Marketing Conference Aug. 23 in Chicago, 
pre-season estimates point to the change, ending an era that began more than half a century ago. Other ap-
ples rounding out the largest crops, by variety, are granny smith, fuji and Honeycrisp, according to a news 
release.  

 

Market remains steady in the low 20s and should remain the same for the next couple of weeks. Product is 
all from Peru at the moment.   

SUPPLY QUALITY Asparagus 

SUPPLY QUALITY Apples 

Avocados 
The avocado market has changed this week and we have seen large supply increase, and lower pricing. With 
this change a wide variety of product is out on the marketplace from Mexico, old “Negra” fruit, to new “Flora 
Loca” fruit, to Peru, with several suppliers looking to get rid of older product. Therefore, this is causing a fluc-
tuation in the pricing we see day to day. California crop is winding down and will mostly stay in state for any 
remainder of the harvest. There is talk in Mexico of some of the larger harvesting regions to start to hold prod-
uct again as the price has dropped so fast. Peru is starting to slow down and we are seeing several places that 
are working to move large numbers of fruit that have some date on these containers, and quality has been 
spotty. We are in the rainy season in Mexico, and lenticel has made its way into the avocado marketplace. As 
avocados ripen, lenticel spotting will be less visible. This will be typical for the next several months, usually 
August through November. Reminder that lenticel does not affect the internal appearance or the quality and 
taste of the avocado. 

Banana volumes are expected to be sufficient with high quality fruit coming into the market. The conditions 
should continue to be great as no real issues with production are predicted for the remainder of Q3. 

Bananas 

Berries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Blueberries:  Supplies tightening up. Pricing higher.  Overall quality is good. Trending downwards in produc-
tion out of British Columbia and Michigan. Quality out of there is starting to show issues as season end-
ing.  Expecting pricing to be up through mid-October. Blackberries:  Supplies tighten up as supplies slow to 
come across from Guatemala.  Berries out of CA are opening up, but typical to late season varieties, seeing 
some quality issues.  Mexico starts back up in October. Raspberries:  Supplies are tightening up.  Prices are 
up.  Berries out of CA seeing some quality issues.  Mexico starts back up in October. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
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Overall market is somewhat limited as California is the only growing region currently. Our yields and 
quality are solid and should remain that way.  Colorado and Canada should be starting soon which will 
increase the overall supply in the market.  Once they will start shipping product we will have a better 
idea of what their crop looks like and what overall market conditions will be. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Carrots 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Cantaloupes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Celery 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Cauliflower 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Corn 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Supplies continue to improve, quality is excellent. The market should maintain steady in weeks to 
come. 

SUPPLY QUALITY Brussels Sprouts 

Quality is good. Volume is down slightly, cooler temps have slowed the crop down. Demand is decent, 
we could see prices increase as industry supplies seem to be down.  

 

Cantaloupe production remains strong primarily with larger sizing.  A slight increase in the market over 
the past week due to higher retail demand for the Labor Day holiday.  Overall supply will begin to season-
ally decrease each week until end of the California deal in late October.  Smaller sized cantaloupe contin-
ue to fetch a premium due to lighter availability.  The reason for limited availability of smaller fruit is due 
to the introduction, over the past few seasons, of LSL/ESL (long/extra shelf-life) varieties.  These newer 
varieties not only provide better consistency of external and internal qualities but also provide growers 
with higher yields hence the trend toward large fruit. 

Supplies are back to normal this week. Markets are steady and still very low, with very light demand. 
Our forecast for the next two weeks shows close to planned volume. Quality is good in Salinas. The 
Final Pack looks really nice. We expect sizing to be heavier to the larger sizes all week in Salinas. It 
sounds like there will be steady supplies for the industry the next 2–3 weeks  

Steady supplies out of Michigan on all colors – Bicolor, White and Yellow 

Broccoli SUPPLY QUALITY 

Supplies are still on the lighter side this week, the supplies look to be steady in the upcoming weeks.  
Cooler temperatures and shorter days have slowed the growth of broccoli and we are a limited as a 
result. Quality still looks very nice as weather has been mild. 
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SUPPLY QUALITY 
Green Beans 

Grapes out of California continue to plug along with good supplies and quality. Green prices are expected 
to begin to trend upward in the coming weeks as the supplies will begin to be limited.   

Bean availability is adequate in the East with the strongest harvests coming from MI, NY and VA. MI beans 
have some quality concerns due to rain, but overall quality is acceptable. Supply remains limited in CA as 
cool morning weather has slowed things down in all production districts. Volumes are expected to pick up 
during the first week of September.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Grapes 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Honeydews 

Eggplant 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

The Fresno, CA area has a good supply of eggplant to offer this week and should continue for at least the 
next 10-14 days. The East also has ample eggplant available to meet market needs, with larger volumes 
coming out of NJ, MI and SC. Quality is strong out of NJ and average or better from other areas. Look for 
new crops to come on in the Southeast over the next few weeks.  

MARKET OUTLOOK 

 

Seeing good quality and supply across the board. 

Honeydew production continues to mirror the cantaloupe with supply heavily leaning to larger fruit.  Sup-
pliers anticipate a new field to break later in the week that should provide a better spread of normal sizing 
(5/6s) rather than so many jumbos with little to no 6/8s.  

SUPPLY QUALITY Herbs 

With Baja’s significantly reduced production, cucumbers continue to be very short in the West. Expect 
more of the same until mid-September, when new crops start up. On a positive note, quality continues to 
be nice on the fruit that is available. Eastern cucumber volumes have definitely been on the lighter side 
this week as rain and weather have affected yields and quality in most of the current growing areas. With 
Eastern NC breaking into Fall fields this week, NJ moving into new plantings next week and GA 2-3 weeks 
away, better quality and volumes are on the way  

Cucumbers 
SUPPLY QUALITY 
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SUPPLY 

 

ROMAINE LETTUCE   Supplies are slightly below normal. Demand has been strong. Quality has been good but 
there is occasional light fringe burn. ROMAINE HEARTS   Supplies are slightly below normal. Demand for 
hearts is good. Heart quality is good with very little complaints. The overall pack is clean. Weights on the 
12x3's range between 21–23 lbs. while the 48ct is weighing between 30–32 lbs. Green Leaf/Red Leaf - All mix 
items have had slightly stronger demand. Green leaf: we are slightly over wants and will have product open 
to sell this week. Red leaf: we will be holding to averages this week and next due to light production the next 
two weeks. Quality remains good on all mix items. 

QUALITY 

Leaf 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Lemons & Limes 

 
Volume for the week is forecasted to be about normal. Quality is good with weights in the low-forties. Vol-

ume of 30's is expected to be average this week. In general, quality problems include tip-burn, Sclero-
tinia, mildew, and insect damage. Yields are expected to drop as we move into the fall season. Prices are 
steady.  

SUPPLY QUALITY Iceberg 

 

Kale supplies remain abundant with little issues. The market is steady. Quality is good with minimal yellow-
ing, little dehydration, and dark green color. 

Kale 
SUPPLY QUALITY 

Arugula:  Quality and supply have improved and product is available. Cilantro:  Supplies are light due to quali-
ty and yield. 10wk averages are in-effect. Kale Blends:  Quality and supplies are good on kale. 
Parsley:  Parsley quality and supply are good. Spinach:  Quality and supply have improved and product is 
available. Spring Mix:  Quality and supply have improved and product is available.  

Lemons – AOG – Demand continues to outpace supply.  We are not seeing any changes in the markets until 
at least Oct., the small sizes are limited , quality is still good.  Import are available and taking  advantage of 
the high markets. Limes– on the radar – We are seeing a lot of rain while harvesting , it is forecasted that 
come September the market will decrease and supply increase but for now markets in the low 20’s  

Tender Leaf 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
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Peppers, Jalapenos Chili peppers are plentiful in the West as three major areas continue production. Quality has been excel-
lent out of Baja, good from CA, and just okay from Mainland Mexico. Eastern numbers are light with 
spotty availability from various local deals.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

 

Volumes will remain light through September. Sizing has, and will continue to improve on larger sizes. 
We do expect good volumes for October and the remainder of the year.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Pineapples 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Bell pepper numbers are adequate but scattered in the East with product available in NJ, NY, MI, NC 
and several other states. Michigan has been struggling with weather-related quality concerns but 
growers in more southern areas are beginning to see some improvements. California producers con-
tinue to provide solid quality and volumes despite transitioning into new fields/blocks. With the 
Northwest also in steady production, Western markets are in good shape on bell peppers.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Oranges 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Pears 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Peppers, Bell 

D’anjou pears are peaking on 90’s and larger. Moderate supplies on 100/110’s has the market 
steady.120s and smaller are light with a firm market. Bosc pears have a steady market with supplies 
winding down for the season. Red pears are tight but should last till May. Quality is good on all pears. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Onions 

The Idaho/Oregon onion market has started shipping. Yield and quality are looking good for the early 
crop being harvested from the Treasure Valley. Size profile is looking good, we should have bigger Co-
lossal, Jumbos, and Supers this year. The Market is low and should continue to drop lower in the next 
few weeks. We started out at $8 and now leveled off to $6.50 on Jumbos. Onion harvest will continue 
until mid to late October.    

There is not a lot to say on the Oranges, its limited in supply on the small fruit and the demand is strong 
especially since the schools and universities are back in session. We are seeing the smaller fruit 138 and 
113, which is a heavy foodservice specification continue to increase, the quality is not bad but availabil-
ity is not there drive the  price up. This situation looks to remain the same for the coming weeks. De-
mand outpacing supply.  
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Watermelons 

SUPPLY QUALITY 
Strawberries 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Squash 

 
The market is steady to slightly lower from last week with these new crop norkotahs. FOBs around $10-11 
with #2s around $7-9. NAPMN expects North American growers to produce 541.3 million cwt of potatoes in 
2018. That falls 6.3 million cwt short of the current estimate for 2017 production. All of the smoke from the 
fires could start to affect sizing for this crop as the plants have stopped growing in areas. 

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Potatoes 

Pricing is trending higher. The heat in N. CA growing regions is causing the fruit to mature very quickly, hence 
smaller sizes, 18-22ct range.  Stems are still extremely difficult to find right now.   Typically August – October 
the strawberry plant production declines resulting in the smaller sizes and quality issues.  Aside from some 
reports of soft/bruising, the Berries are looking good out of Salinas Watsonville.  The lack of labor continues 
to be a difficult struggle. Fall crops being planted for in Santa Maria and in Mexico regions.   

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Tomatoes 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

We’re still seeing strong production relative to other years over the past week, though we’re steadily coming 
down the mountain with lower peaks each week. Meanwhile, that decreased supply relative to last week or 
the week prior and so on has helped to lift prices appreciably over the past week continuing the upswing we 
have seen starting to develop.  Several regions continue to ship solid volume led by California, Indiana, Texas 
and Michigan.  

Patiently waiting for the transition to Fall crops, the East continues to struggle with round and roma volumes 
and quality this week. Quality has been very hit or miss on the available fruit, depending on the specific field 
location, precipitation on the crop, and whether it is from earlier or later picks. Virginia is on tap to start Fall 
round harvests this weekend or early next week, pending weather, while other areas (TN, NC, AL) may be an-
other 7-14 days before moving into new plantings. Grape tomato numbers have been in a lull for the past few 
weeks, but are coming into better numbers this week. Although it varies by area, Virginia farms report nice 
quality on grapes. Round and roma tomato yields out of the San Joaquin Valley in CA remain light this week due 
to bloom drop from previous heat. Baja’s production is also lighter as farms await the transition to Fall plantings 
in mid-late September. Fortunately, there are consistent numbers from Oceanside, CA and Eastern Mexico, 
helping to keep supply at moderate levels. Grape tomatoes are limited out of Baja and quality is just fair. New 
crops will come on after Labor Day, but there are rumblings of potential issues with the newer blocks.  

SUPPLY QUALITY 

Eastern squash numbers have been lighter this week, but there are many areas in production and an ade-
quate amount of product available. Quality can vary significantly, as there are both old and new fields in pro-
duction. Look for some quality improvements as growers in NC, GA, and SC move deeper into new crops/
plantings. In the West, Santa Maria is seeing a dip in production as growers battle crop disease and move 
toward the seasonal decline. Product will be on the limited side until Mainland Mexico gets underway in 
about 3 weeks. Baja is starting new zucchini fields this week and should have appreciable volume in another 5
-7 days.  
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MARKET OUTLOOK 

If you have any specific questions or concerns on any commodities not mentioned in this report, please feel free to reach 

out to dforsythe@nproduce.com and we will be happy to give you those current market conditions. Also look for our Span-

ish version that will be released on Monday and our Midweek Update released every Wednesday. Have a great week!        

Keeping You Informed, 

                       Your Dedicated NPC, LLC Staff 

MARKET OUTLOOK 

Cilantro - Cilantro supplies continue to be lower than usual, demand exceeds supplies.  

Green Onions - Green Onions Continue to be short, above normal temperatures in the Baja Growing regions affected quality and sup-
plies. 

Green Cabbage -Supplies are lower than usual. This product is gaping, they got ahead  and processed some fields before time now they 
have to wait a few days for the next fields to size up. 

Shippers can help ease trucker turnover 

“SUN VALLEY, Idaho — Watergate ushered in a new era of young journalists. Mega-IPO payouts flooded tech companies with 
talent at the turn of the millennium. And the trucking industry had the Bandit and Sheriff Buford T. Justice, aka Smokey. 

Brian Hart, with Super T Transport, Idaho Falls, Idaho, said 1977’s “Smokey and the Bandit,” about hauling a load of bootleg 
load Coors beer to Georgia, made trucking seem cool to young people. 

That’s not the case anymore, said Hart, speaking during a panel on trucking and rail shipping at the 90th annual convention of 
the Idaho Grower-Shippers Association on Aug. 29. New talent has to be drawn into the trucking industry, because the biggest 

segment of drivers is older now. “The biggest thing we’ve tried to do is try to change the environment of trucking,” Hart said. 

“Unfortunately, drivers (today) are viewed with a stigma,” he said, adding that many are not treated with enough respect by 
people in the industry and detained for long hours before loading or unloading. 

“Some of the shippers that did hold trucks up for long amounts of time and cost them additional money — drivers remember 
that,” she said. “They know who those bad apples might have been, and they will be deterred from those particular orders.” 

Shippers who provide television, wi-fi, showers and even food may find that it pays off. 

Other topics addressed by the panel included raising the limit on truck weights on interstate shipments, lowering the age to 18 
for interstate commercial truck drivers and the rate outlook for the balance of 2018. Rail leaders stressed the lobbying efforts to 

increase truck weight would hurt the competitiveness of train shipments. 

Both rail and truck leaders said a strong economy could lead to higher transportation prices in the last quarter of this year.” 

LINK TO STORY 

mailto:dforsythe@nproduce.com
https://www.producemarketguide.com/company/602353/super-t-transport-inc
https://www.thepacker.com/article/shippers-can-help-ease-trucker-turnover

